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A Consumer’s Guide to the
Criminal Justice System: What a
Victim of Domestic Violence Can
Expect after Calling the Police
very important first step in gaining protection for you and your family. It is
also an opportunity to access a wide
range of social services through my
office and the Family Justice Center.
As the District Attorney of Kings
County, I’d like give you an idea of
what to expect from my office shortly
after an arrest has been made, so that
you’ll have a better understanding of
the importance of your on-going participation in the prosecution of a case.

BY HON. CHARLES J. HYNES
DISTRICT ATTORNEY, KINGS COUNTY

W

hen you are in crisis, when
your intimate partner threatens to hurt you or actually
hurts you, you call the police because
the situation is out of control and you
want the violence to stop. What you
probably don’t know is that, with few
exceptions, the police are required to
make an arrest. While this can be a
very upsetting and overwhelming
experience, calling the police can be a
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Dear OWS: Welcome to Our World
BY ELON JAMES WHITE
THE ROOT

P

olice brutality experienced by the
Occupy Wall Street movement is
nothing new in the black communi-
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ty.

During the Occupy Wall Street crackdown a few weeks ago — when efforts to
shut down the Occupy movement hit
cities all across the country — there was a
cry of outrage. We read about and witnessed attacks by police on peaceful
Occupiers that seemed very foreign to
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some. The police's blatant disregard for the
well-being of the Occupiers shocked and
appalled. I saw tweet after tweet express horror and rage.

continued on page 4

HOT NEWS:

n November 17, 2011, Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s
(ICE) Principal Legal Advisor
directed all ICE attorneys to begin a systematic review of immigration cases to
determine whether pursuing deportation in
each case is consistent with the Administration’s enforcement priorities. This
directive follows last summer’s announcement that the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) plans to review 300,000
immigration cases to assess whether they
fall within the enforcement priorities and
suspend those cases which do not. ICE
also provided more detailed guidance to
ICE attorneys regarding criteria for determining when it is appropriate to exercise
prosecutorial discretion to close or dismiss
a case.
continued on page 8
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Caribbean Consulates
in New York
Anguilla
845 Third Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10022
Tel: 212-745-0277
Antigua & Barbuda
610 Fifth Avenue, Suite 311
New York, N.Y. 10020
Tel: 212-541-4117
The Bahamas
231 East 46th Street
New York, N.Y. 10020
Tel: 212-421-6420
Barbados
820 Second Avenue, 5th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel: 212-551-4325
Belize
675 Third Avenue, Suite 1911
New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel: 212-949-1240
Dominica
800 Second Avenue, Suite 400H
New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel: 212-949-0853
Dominican Republic
1500 Broadway, Suite 410
New York, N.Y. 10036
Tel: 212-768-2480
Grenada
800 Second Avenue, Suite 400K
New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel: 212-599-0301
Guyana
370 Seventh Avenue, 4th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10001
Tel: 212- 947-5110
Haiti
271 Madison Avenue, 17th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10016
Tel: 212-697-9767
Jamaica
767 Third Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel: 212-935-9000
Martinique
444 Madison Avenue, 16th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10022
Tel: 212-838-6887
Montserrat
845 Third Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10022
Tel: 212-745-0200
Panama
1212 Avenue of the Americas, 6th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10036
Tel: 212-840-2450
St. Kitts & Nevis
414 East 75th Street, 5th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10021
Tel: 212-535-5521
St. Lucia
800 Second Avenue, 9th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10007
Tel: 212-697-9360
St. Maarten
675 Third Avenue, Suite 1807
New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel: 800-786-2278
St. Vincent & The Grenadines
801 Second Avenue, 21st Floor
New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel: 212-687-4981
Trinidad & Tobago
125 Maiden Lane
New York, N.Y. 10038
Tel: 212-682-7272

ISLAND FOCUS: GUYANA

Graphic Facts and Brutal Realities
of the 2011 National Elections
BY FREDDIE KISSOON, KNEWS

I

t wasn’t APNU. It wasn’t the AFC. It
wasn’t Freddie Kissoon and Nigel
Hughes who Bharrat Jagdeo loves to
cuss down. It wasn’t the Kaieteur News
and Stabroek News. It was the
Commonwealth Observer Group that told
the Guyanese people that there was definite unfairness in the elections because
State resources were used by the PPP in
its campaign. Demerarawaves.com in its
report concluded that the team stopped
short of characterizing the election as fair.
To say that State resources were used
by the ruling party in the elections is to
put it in a mild, mild way. There was a
massive transfer of facilities and
resources from the governmental structures to the PPP campaign. It was graphic, immoral and barefaced.
And how do I know this? I saw this
infamy with my own two eyes over a
period of six weeks. I wrote about this
morbidity in my columns during the election campaign. Should Parliament order
an investigation? I think it should.
Ministry’s drivers should be subpoenaed
to testify as to what they did and who
ordered them. That the PPP lost four seats
and got fewer votes than the combined
opposition is not unbelievable, but it is an
impossibility. How did the PPP fail to get
a two-thirds majority when the facts and
the reality of their methodologies are
studied? First, State facilities were a
prodigious advantage for the PPP over
APNU and AFC.
I observed in one of my columns that
transport availability was lacking in both
APNU and AFC campaigns. I visited
APNU’s office on Regent Street regularly, not to mention the inordinate time
spent at the AFC’s headquarters. They
could have done with lots more facilities.
Secondly, for each billboard APNU
and AFC put up, the PPP erected a thousand. If the AFC and APNU had a thousand billboards around this country for
the campaign, the PPP had 25,000 more.
Thirdly, the PPP’s coffers were overflowing. If anything was bountiful in Freedom
House for the election, it was money. This
writer knows from personal insider
knowledge that APNU and AFC had
money problems. This writer intervened
to get a businessman to pay for more

polling agents for one of the opposition
parties because funds had run out.
Any analyst who observed the campaign knew that the PPP’s finances were
awesome. Thousands of boys and girls
were paid $10,000 a day to share out flyers and paste up pamphlets on lamp posts.
It was Robert Persaud who said that each
of the gargantuan billboards cost
$380,000. And there were thousands of
such structures all over Guyana.
Thirdly, the media access the PPP had
at its disposal should have made a twothirds victory simple and sweet.
Never again, I repeat never again,
should the people of this country stand by
and accept that two media houses owned
by the people of Guyana can be used as a
floor cloth by a political party contesting
a national election. This is what the PPP
reduced the Chronicle and NCN to. It was
the most sickening and depraved aspect
of the 2011 election campaign.
Every day, without exception, NCN
and the Chronicle fronted the PPP’s campaign. I am not talking about
Government’s business. I am specifically
referring to news about the PPP’s election
campaign.
How the PPP failed to get over eighty
percent of the votes will remain a mystery
not only in Guyana but in the world.
Apart from NCN and the Chronicle, the
PPP secured the services of NCN radio,

Guyana Times, their party newspaper,
Mirror and channels 28, 65 and 69.
Really! Look at those media resources!
Yet the combined opposition whipped
them. Who was watching the PPP to
cause them to become a minority government? The PPP’s theme was, “Dem ah
watch meh.” Who was meant by “dem?”
Fourthly, what happened to the colossal crowds in the combined rallies of the
PPP and the Day of Appreciation? PPP
spin doctors put the overall total at hundreds of thousands. If the Day of
Appreciation had 30,000 then 40,000 at
another rally, then just two events brought
seventy thousand. Really, how did the
PPP fail to get eighty percent of the ballots?
I will close with the answer. The PPP
during the election campaign fooled
itself. It was a bizarre psychological act.
As the party paid people to attend rallies,
as it brought in foreign performers, the
largeness of the attendance deceived it.
The party thought that was its support.
The crowds collected the money, ate the
food, enjoyed the circus, then went away
and voted for the opposition. Fools are
people who fool themselves. 
Source:
Post #920. Guyanese Online
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THOUGHTS

Dear OWS: Welcome to Our World
continued from page 1
Especially Toward the NYPD
The NYPD, in its eviction of the
Occupiers of Zuccotti Park, had been fairly rough. As I caught a flight out of the city
before dawn, I read that early Tuesday
morning, people were being pushed and hit
during the 1 a.m. raid. Mayor Michael
Bloomberg spoke on the eviction and
appeared callous. Even with the attempted
press blackout, the country witnessed the
situation and how horrendously it was handled.
By Thursday, as I returned to New
York City, I continued to see tweets and
blogs about the brutality of the NYPD.
Although I absolutely agreed with the sentiments, I had a nagging feeling in my
stomach. I couldn't let it go. My inner militant Negro (whom I keep sedated with
brunch and Modern Warfare 3) wanted to
write in all caps:
"Oh, so the white man gets hit and now
it’s an issue! The black man has been beaten for Years! We didn’t land on Plymouth
Rock; Plymouth Rock landed on us!!!"
I knew that wouldn't do anything
besides exacerbate the situation, but I
wanted to comment on it and reasonably
say, "Um ... so there's this ... " I didn't want
to take away from the issue of the abuse
that the Occupiers were receiving, but I
wanted to acknowledge the irony of the
collective outrage over an issue that's
become so commonplace within my
community ― that small children are
taught never to disobey a police officer,
and to quietly go along with whatever is

happening in order not to be on the receiving end of abuse.
While the Occupiers were dealing with
such abuse, during civil disobedience,
communities of color suffer these type of
injustices simply because it's Wednesday,
and they may look like someone else.
That's what happens to us — and it's
accepted as if it were just a day of the
week.
Monday, Tuesday, abuse at the hands
of police officers, Thursday, Friday...
So as I hopped on a plane heading back
to NYC, I sent out this tweet:
"Oh? The NYPD are treating you
badly? Violent for no reason? Weird." —
Black Person?
And as I write now, more than a week
later, it's been re-tweeted thousands of
times. It's reached hundreds of thousands
of people. It was posted on Tumblr,
Facebook and even made it into an eCard.
Apparently I struck a chord.
Many people — black, white,
Hispanic, all kinds of folks — read it and
said, "At least somebody said it." People
tweeted thank you to me for saying what
they were feeling. People expressed that
this was their issue with the OWS movement as a whole.
As Whole
I'm someone who supports Occupy
Wall Street. I didn't write that tweet in an
attempt to undermine the cause or to belittle the suffering of those who have been
victims of the police. I wrote it to highlight

the fact that these issues aren't new. Abuse
of this kind is all too familiar to the black
community. If someone hasn't directly
experienced it, they probably know someone who has.
There have been discussions as to why
there aren't more blacks involved in the
Occupy movement. I can't speak for all of
them, but I can speak about what I've read
and the folks I've talked to directly about
this. The type of outrage that pops up now
at what many of us have lived with on a
regular basis for years feels insulting.
It's hard not to notice that once the
right number of white folks are affected,
people want to take to the street.
Unemployment numbers are high? We've
had high unemployment for years. People
are living in or near the poverty line? Yeah
— we know.
When minorities speak up and say
there is an issue, we are told maybe we are
doing something wrong. Perhaps we are
targeted by the police because of what we
are wearing. Perhaps we don't look for jobs
the right way. Maybe we aren't educated
enough. But now that it's affecting other
folks, now there's a problem. Now we need
to come together and fight the power.
Someone tweeted at me that we need to
come together and not point out silly differences like race because we're in this
together!

happening with the Occupiers right now is
looked at differently because of race. You
can't be surprised that people have reservations about this when you look at how our
issues have been dealt with before.
I'm not making an argument for ignoring the movement because a lot of the
movement ignored us. But I am saying,
take a moment to walk away from your
righteousness to understand that your newfound plight has been some people's plight
for generations.
We just didn't have a catchy name for
it.

Ah
Yes, we can — and have (there is support from various folks of color) — come
together within this movement, but you
can't expect us to throw away "race" and
ignore history. Even the violence that's

Elon James White is a writer-comedian
and the host of the award-winning Web
series, This Week in Blackness, and the
Internet radio show Blacking, It Up.
Follow him on Twitter.
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DIASPORA CONCERNS

Foreclosed Homeowners
Re-Occupy Their Homes
BY ZAINEB MOHAMMED
NEW AMERICA MEDIA

C

arolyn Gage was evicted from her
foreclosed home in January. Earlier
this month, she moved back in.
“I’ve been in here for 50 years. I know
no other place but here. I left and it was just
time for me to come back home,” said Gage,
who is in her mid-50s.
Gage’s monthly payments spiked after
her adjustable rate mortgage kicked in, and
she could no longer afford the payments on
her three-bedroom house in the city’s
Bayview Hunters Point district. She says
she tried to modify her loan with her lender,
Florida-based IB Properties, but to no avail.
When Gage initially left about 10
months ago, she took some personal items
with her, but left most of the furniture and
continued paying for some utilities.
“It didn’t feel right for me to move. I just
left my things because I knew I was going to
return to them eventually,” she said.
She had to re-activate a few utilities
when she returned, like the water, but found
the process fairly easy.
Walking back into the house was an
emotional moment for Gage, but a joyous
one.
“I was like Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz;
there’s no place like home,” Gage said.
“It’s a family home; I plan to stay there.”
Homeowners expressed outrage at the
way predatory lenders have targeted their
community.

Residents of the Bayview are starting to
see how the African-American community
was especially victimized in the foreclosure
crisis.
Gage believes that single women and
elders in the black community were targeted for predatory loans. At the peak of the
housing boom she was solicited for an
adjustable rate loan to do some home
improvements, even though she told the
loan agent that she was on disability and did
not have a steady income.
According to a report released last week
by the Center for Responsible Lending,
African Americans and Latinos were consistently more likely than whites to receive
high-risk loan products. About a quarter of
all Latino and African-American borrowers
have lost their homes to foreclosure or are
seriously delinquent, compared to under 12
percent for white borrowers.
Bayview
residents
Reverend
Archbishop Franz King and Reverend
Mother Marina King, who are founders of
the St. John Coltrane African Orthodox
Church, are also facing foreclosure. Their
eviction date is set for Dec. 22.
King expressed deep anger and sorrow
at the situation facing the black community
in the Bayview.
“First redevelopment moved us out of
the Fillmore and now we’re losing our
properties too? It’s like there’s nowhere for
us to go,” he said.
Grace Martinez, an organizer with
Alliance of Californians for Community

Empowerment (ACCE)
who helped to arrange
the event, commented
that
banks
have
become increasingly
hostile to their efforts.
“They call the police
on us; they laugh at
us.”
Vivian Richardson,
a
homeowner
on
Quesada Avenue whose
house was also foreclosed on, also has no
intention of leaving.
Her current eviction
date is set for Dec. 31,
but she, like many of
her neighbors, is asking
her lender to reduce the principal on her
loan in order to make the monthly payments
more affordable.
Richardson has been attempting to
modify her home loan for the past two
years. Earlier this month, tired of the lack of
communication from the lender, Aurora
Loan Services based in Delaware, she
worked with ACCE to coordinate an e-mail
blast to Aurora’s chairman.
On Nov. 3, over the span of one to two
hours, approximately 1,400 emails were
sent and more than 100 phone calls made,
imploring Chairman Theodore P. Janulis to
stop Richardson’s eviction. A spokesperson
from the bank called her an hour after the
blast and asked her to send an updated set
of financial information so that they could
review her case.
Two weeks have passed and she has yet
to hear anything further. The bank
spokesperson commented that Richardson’s
case is still being reviewed internally and

they hope to get back to her by the end of
next week.
However, Richardson has lived in her
house for 13 years and plans to stay regardless of the bank’s decision.
“I will defend the home,” she said.
On Dec. 6, there will be a national day
of action, “Occupy Our Homes,” where
people across the country facing predicaments similar to Gage and Richardson may
follow their lead.
Partly inspired by the Occupy movement, the day of action is supported by various community organizations like Take
Back the Land and ACCE. The call to action
is for people to move back into their foreclosed properties and to defend the properties of families facing eviction.
Martinez commented on the growing
anger people are feeling. “The idea is, 'I
want what’s mine.'” She said many homeowners had trusted the banks and ultimately, “People were buying into a lie.” 
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A Consumer’s Guide to the Criminal Justice System: What a Victim of Domestic
continued from page 1
Violence Can Expect after Calling the Police
When the police respond to your call
for help, they will ask you what happened
and give you an opportunity to write a
statement in your own words. This form
is called a Domestic Incident Report, and
you can expect the police to give you a
copy of this report. It is important to give
the police up-to-date contact information:
home and cell phone numbers, e-mail
address, and an address where we can
reach you. If someone is arrested, you
will receive several phone calls from my
office. First, you’ll be asked what happened, so that we can file charges. Later, a
victim liaison will call you from the court
where the person who was arrested will
be brought in front of a judge within 24
hours. That person will tell you what happened in court, including the charges, the
docket number, and the next court date.
You will also be told if bail was set, or if
the defendant has been released from jail.
If an order of protection was issued,
you’ll be told what the order means, and
how to enforce it. If you want a copy of
the order, it can be mailed or sent by email to you or your local precinct, where
you can pick it up. The victim liaison will
schedule an appointment for you to come
in and meet with one of my attorneys, and
tell you about the Family Justice Center;
24-hour assistance in all languages is also
available through the NYC Domestic Violence Hotline numbers, 1-800-621-HOPE
(4673), or 1-866-604-5350 (TDD).

When you come to the
Domestic
Violence
Bureau, your children can
play in the Children’s
Room while you meet with
a counselor or an attorney
from my office in order to
evaluate the case, determine an appropriate offer,
and identify any concerns
we have for your safety. At
the same time you’ll have
an opportunity to meet
with a client specialist in
the Family Justice Center
to discuss how to stay safe
and learn about available
services, including counseling for you and your
children, self-sufficiency
services (public assistance
information, job training,
and educational programs such as ESL
and family literacy programs), information on shelter and housing, elder abuse,
spiritual support, and lawyers and paralegals can speak with you about legal
issues such as custody, visitation and
immigration.
The Family Justice Center is a walkin center for all domestic violence victims
and their children, regardless of whether
or not an arrest has occurred. To make it
easier for you, many agencies are located
at the Center. Services are free to all vic-

tims, and help is available regardless of
what language you speak. You can expect
a safe and caring environment with oneon-one services and support.
We want you to be fully informed
about the criminal justice system, because
in most circumstances, my office cannot
obtain an appropriate outcome without
your ongoing participation. There are a
wide range of possible dispositions in a
criminal case, and we will discuss these
various options with you. Don’t worry
about your immigration status: everyone

deserves equal protection under the law.
I strongly believe that anyone who commits a crime should be held accountable,
regardless of a victim’s immigration status. If you stay silent, your abuser has
control over you, and we can’t help you.
If you report a crime, this can be the first
step in making your family safe. Working with my office and accessing
resources through the Family Justice Center will put you in a better position to
make educated decisions about your
future. 
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FAMILY MATTERS

How Do We Break the Cycle of
Violence? How Do We Stop It
Before It Begins?
BY DEIRDRE BIALO-PADIN
CHIEF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE BUREAU,
KINGS COUNTY DA’S OFFICE

B

elow are signs of an abusive relationship. If you can identify with
any of these signs please call the
National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1800-799-SAFE Or 1-800-787-3224.

Your Partner’s Actions
 Humiliate you/Yell at you
 Blame you for his behavior
 See you as his property
 Act excessively jealous/possessive
 Control where you go/what you do
 Constantly check up on you
 Threaten you
 Make you feel like you’re crazy
 Display bad temper/hit you
 Destroy your property

O

ur office meets with thousands of
victims of domestic violence
every year. We have come to recognize that it is common for batterers to
be violent in all of their intimate relationships: they can be violent towards both
their intimate partners and their own family members, including the elderly. It is
also not unusual for victims of domestic
violence to go from one abusive relationship to another. In recognition of these
facts, it is appropriate to raise the questions: what can we do as a society to try
and stop domestic violence before it
begins? How do we educate teenagers
about healthy relationships, so that they
do not become victims of dating abuse?
Adolescent intimate partner violence
has always existed but has often been
underreported. Futures Without Violence
cites these statistics: nearly one in ten
high school students has been hit, slapped
or physically hurt on purpose by a
boyfriend or girlfriend, and one in four
teen girls in a relationship say they have
been threatened with violence or experienced verbal abuse.
Eight years ago, the Youthful
Offender Domestic Violence Court was
created to address domestic violence
cases among teenagers. The goal has been
to break the cycle of violence between
batterers and their victims by addressing
the specific needs of adolescents who
come into contact with the criminal justice system. In a coordinated response,
the Judge and court staff, the Kings
County District Attorney’s Office,
defense attorneys and court approved-community--based programs work
together to address the needs of both victim and offender. An attorney and a victim advocate from my office work with
the victims, helping them access a variety
of services. In many cases, as an alternative to incarceration, an educational program is offered to the teenagers who have
been arrested: it is designed to teach
young men to be accountable for their
abusive behavior. Our hope is that by
offering enhanced services to these young
people that there will be fewer re-arrests
for domestic violence, and that both batterers and their victims will have healthier relationships in the future.
It is crucial that parents learn to recognize the signs of an abusive relationship
and talk to their children. Several websites provide educational tools and information about warning signs of teen dating
abuse, as well as to resources. Three sites
worth looking at are: http://www.breakthecycle.org, http://loveisnotabuse.com,
and
http://www.futureswithoutviolence.org. Teenagers are particularly vulnerable to dating abuse through the use of
technology such as cell phones and computers. Through its Love Is not Abuse

Signs of an
Abusive
Relationship

program, Liz Claiborne Inc. is offering a
free application that can be downloaded
onto your I-phone. It is an interactive tool
that allows parents to experience firsthand digitally abusive dating behaviors,
such as phone calls and text messages.
District Attorney Charles J. Hynes has
long promoted the idea that the prosecution of domestic violence and elder abuse

must include community outreach to raise
public awareness of the issues of domestic violence and elder abuse. Throughout
the year, in partnership with various community-based organizations, attorneys
and counselors from our office participate
in numerous public events on these
issues. 

Your Feelings
 You are afraid of him
 Feel you can’t do anything right for
your partner
 Believe that you deserve to be
mistreated or hurt
 Wonder if you’re going crazy
 Feel emotionally numb or helpless 

DIASPORA ISSUES:
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Call 718-222-3155 for a
FREE Consultation on issues of
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OBAMA ADMINISTRATION

DHS Issues Awaited Guidance on
continued from page 1
Prioritizing Deportations

removal.
Although DHS needs to refine its
overly-broad definitions of criminality,
this new guidance, if fully implemented,
should mean that the government can
focus its resources on deportations of
those who pose a real threat to public
safety. It should result in fewer deportations of low priority immigrants, such as
DREAM Act students or individuals with
strong family and community ties and
more. Importantly, prosecutorial discretion does not mean that a person is granted
legal status in the United States; rather, a
person whose case is dismissed or closed
will remain in the status they were in prior
to the initiation of deportation proceedings.
The new ICE guidance also brings
DHS more in line with traditional law
enforcement practices, which emphasize

the important role of discretion in carrying
out any law enforcement officer’s duties.
In fact, members of a DHS Task Force
sent a letter to Congress highlighting the
importance of prosecutorial discretion as
an immigration enforcement tool. They
wrote: “there is nothing unusual in our
recommendation or in DHS’s current
efforts to improve its use of prosecutorial
discretion. Such discretion is a normal and
essential part of the everyday activities of
law enforcement agencies and prosecutors’ offices at the local, state, and federal
levels across the nation. Exercising prosecutorial discretion, case by case, in a
systematic and professional way, does not
amount to administrative amnesty. Instead
it helps to make sure that resources are
focused in ways that best promote the
overall enforcement mission.” 
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IMMIGRATION

Children of Immigrant Entrepreneurs Excel
Educationally, Report Finds
BY MICHELE WASLIN

T

he contributions of immigrant
entrepreneurs — innovation, job
creation and economic growth —
are often cited by economists as strong
reasons to reform our outdated immigration system. However, the kids of immigrant entrepreneurs receive relatively little attention. Delving into the experiences
of these adult children of immigrants provides a new lens through which to witness
the struggles and triumphs of parents and
their children as they pursue the American
Dream.
A new report by the Immigrant
Learning Center (ILC) puts a human face
on the children of immigrant entrepreneurs. Adult Children of Immigrant
Entrepreneurs: Memories and Influences
shares the stories of 36 children of immigrants representing a wide variety of
countries of origin and family businesses.
Some were born in the U.S. and others
immigrated here in childhood. While
their stories differ, they all have one thing
in common: their immigrant entrepreneur
parents and experiences growing up
around the family business heavily influenced their desire to pursue an education
and the American Dream.
All of the young adults interviewed
witnessed firsthand their parents’ strug-

gles as they integrated into their new
home in the U.S., ingraining them with a
strong work ethic. They spent long hours
alongside their parents in their place of
business. While most gained valuable
experience taking on various activities,
many parents shielded their kids from
manual labor, encouraging them instead
to interact with customers, keep the
books, or other business-related tasks.
Because they often had better English language skills than their immigrant parents,
many of them served as de facto language
brokers. Spending time working alongside their parents provided them with

valuable business and social skills, giving
them the confidence that allowed them to
excel in school.
Pen Khek Chear, whose parents came
to the U.S. as Cambodian refugees, said:
“My dad did not want to teach me to
be a jeweler because he was afraid I
would like it. My parents wanted me to
get an education and be a ‘respectable
professional’ and not have to do ‘hard
labor’.”
Pen obtained a Master’s in Social
Work from Boston University.
Because of their own struggles, education is very highly valued by immigrant

entrepreneur parents, and the young
adults interviewed had achieved high education levels. Many of the people interviewed had pursued graduate school after
graduating from college. They related
how their immigrant parents wanted them
to excel educationally, get good, stable
jobs, and live more comfortable lives than
their parents had. The kids recognized
that their parents had performed difficult
manual labor, and had sacrificed their
weekends and worked all the time so that
they could pursue higher education. ILC
found that “there is an inherent appreciation among the adult children of immigrant entrepreneurs for the sacrifices
their parents made to ensure that they
have successful careers and lead normal
lives in their adopted homeland.”
Like many American families, the
immigrant entrepreneurs highlighted in
this study want their children to excel and
have opportunities that they themselves
did not have. While their children may
not always get along with their parents,
they recognize the tremendous sacrifices
their parents have made for them. Not
only did the young adults interviewed
excel in school and in their careers, but
they also chose careers that allow them to
give back to the community. The
American Dream is alive and well in
these immigrant families. 
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PERSONAL STORY

I Should Have Followed My Instincts.
What a Price to Pay for Ignoring Them!
BY LYNN DAVIS

I

t all started on a beautiful day in
September of 1987. The smiles, the
hellos, the candy, you name it, he
brought it. Gerald did everything he
could to win me over. At first I thought,
“Oh God here he comes again, why does
he have to deliver tickets to my company;
can’t they send someone else? What a
nuisance.” I did everything to avoid this
brother, but he just kept on trying. He
reminded me of that little ever-ready
bunny; it keeps going and going. My gut
was screaming at me, “don’t give in.”
My instincts seemed stronger than ever
not to give this guy the time of day.
Needless to say, his persistence won over
my resistance.
Why did he have to resort to asking
me out to dinner via a note, which was
placed between the paws of a cute little
stuffed teddy bear? It’s as if he knew
stuffed animals were my weakness. Well
after that crafty little tactic I was a goner.
Gerald and I went out, and to my surprise
I had a wonderful evening. He was the
perfect gentleman with a humorous side
to boot. Let’s face it ladies, any guy who
has finesse and the ability to make us
laugh, is a sure nuff keeper.
After awhile Gerald and I became an
item. The best thing about our relationship was, no intimacy came into play
until several months later. We became
friends before we even thought of taking
it to that level. Remember ladies, our
bodies are our temple, and no man is God.
Hopping into bed with a man too soon is
a definite no-no. It only says one thing
about us, EASY. It will always stay in the
back of a man’s mind how he didn’t have
to work to sample the sweetness of your
precious temple.
Finally, the night came to unleash all
of the passion Gerald and I had stored up
in our souls. Oh!!!!! The ecstasy of intimacy. It was everything I imagined,
sweet, tender, passionate, hot, steamy and
fun. That night I became his lady and he
became my man. We were totally inseparable.
Before long Gerald purchased an
engagement ring. Did I accept? NO, I
didn’t. I just wasn’t ready for marriage
yet. The good news is he said he would
wait. I did agree to get an apartment with
him soon after the proposal. In the beginning everything was totally blissful. That
was until I found out about the other
young lady he was trying to holler at.
The dark side of Gerald was exposed
to me the night we argued about this other
young lady. I suggested he take a walk to
give us both time to calm down before the
argument escalated; he disagreed and
continued to argue with me. I tried to
leave, but before I knew it, he had picked
me up and body slammed me on the
couch. Struggling to get up, I ran to the
bedroom with intentions of locking
myself in (bad decision); he was too
quick for me. Once in the bedroom, he
threw me down on the bed, straddled me,

and commenced choking me — with one
hand on my throat and the other down my
throat. By the grace of God, I managed
to break free and call the police. Gerald
was jailed that night and released the next
day.
I gave up the apartment, took my son
and
temporarily
relocated
to
Pennsylvania with a friend. The very
next year, while visiting the city, who did
I run into but Gerald. Oh, he expressed
how he was. He was soooo!!!!!!!!!! miserable without me; how no one would tell
him where I was; how sorry he was; he
didn’t know what came over him; it
would never happen again; he was literally begging me for another chance.
Gerald confessed so much love for me
and said he was nothing without me. Can
you believe the brother even resorted to
tears (all warning signs). Well at the
time, I believed he was sincere.
Sometimes a forgiving nature can cause
nothing but heartache.
Back together again and everything
was fine. A few years had passed; guess
what happened next? We were expecting
a baby. Once again Gerald proposed and
I said yes. After all he’d kept his word so
far. Again, I told myself, “everything
will be fine; I believe this will work”
(Boy was I a dreamer.)
A few years later Gerald’s attitude
began to change. At this time our daughter was 4 and our son was 16. Small
things would tick him off and he started
to talk very vulgar. He began drinking,
and had become very secretive. I
inquired about his change in behavior
and he became very irate and verbally
abusive (more warning signs). As a
wife, I tried to be understanding and supportive. Maybe he was depressed. I
attributed his actions to his drinking
(denial of abusive relationship). As time
went by Gerald was getting worse. It got
to the point where I feared for the safety
of my children and myself. What was I
to do? Stay; leave; ask him to leave. I
was torn because I wanted my marriage
to work and I wanted my children to have
a father.
Several incidents happened afterwards, i.e., being awakened in the middle
of the night by having a pillow snatched
from underneath my head so hard that it
snapped my neck. I was so fearful that I
half slept with a pair of scissors underneath my pillow for the remainder of the
night. I also asked my 19-year-old son to
stay on watch to make sure Gerald
wouldn’t come back into the room.
Another time was when Gerald tried to
break my fingers by attempting to slam
the terrace door on my hand at my daughter’s 8th birthday party. This happened in
front of her friends and my sister. This
was extremely hurtful and humiliating
for my daughter and myself. I even had
to comfort one of my daughter’s friends
because she was crying hysterically. She
told me that she was having flashbacks of
how her mommy went through the same
thing with her daddy. Not only did he
frighten my daughter, he frightened all of

the little girls that were at the party as
well. To this day one of the little girls still
remembers this incident as if it happened
yesterday. The worst incident happened
right after I came out of the hospital from
having hand and back surgery. Can you
imagine being knocked into the wall
while trying to carry a plate of food with
a cast on one arm and a cane to aid with
walking in the other? Well that’s what
happened to me. He knocked me so hard
into the wall that my cane flew one way
and the plate of food went the other way.
Afterwards he told me you better pick
that f-----g s--t up. What kind of person
would abuse a disabled person, especially
if the person was his wife? (only a coward). No one was in the house at the time
to come to my defense and all I could do
was pray that he wouldn’t do anything
else to me. Thank God he was drunk
because he laid down and went to sleep
afterwards. I confided in a friend of these
incidents and she took me to the police
precinct to file reports. Gerald was
removed from the household temporarily
and was told he could come back after he
cooled off. What is wrong with our system? (No one cares.) Later on that night
Gerald abruptly awakened me by pouncing on me and having his way with me; he
reeked of alcohol and disgusting body
odor. He had his hand over my mouth
preventing me from screaming. All I
could do was lay there in tears and try not
to hurl all over myself. After he was done
he called me a dirty b---h. I felt dirty,
ashamed, helpless and most of all, violated by my own husband. Could this be
rape since he was my husband? Yes,
because it was against my will! That
night I finally realized I was in an abusive
relationship.
The breaking point was when Gerald
blackened my eye. My son intervened in
the midst of the fight. This infuriated
Gerald. The next thing I knew he was in
my son’s face threatening to break him in
half and my son wasn’t backing down
either. There was no way on earth I was
going to let him hurt my son. I’d had
enough!!!! I knew if I didn’t take measures to get him out something fatal would
happen. Being that my son wasn’t backing down, Gerald left the house in a rage
(like the coward they all are). Later that
night he returned so drunk he just fell
asleep.
I got sick and tired of being sick and
tired. Tired of locking myself and my
daughter in the room, Gerald banging on
the door trying to break it down; my
daughter slipping notes under the door
reading, Daddy please leave Mommy
alone; tired of running out the house in
the middle of the night, my daughter in
tow trying to find a safe place to rest;
tired of the facade of being happily married; tired of my son coming to my
defense; tired of being fearful of nowhere
to live due to financial abuse; tired of
going to work and crying at the drop of a
hat in the middle of trying to work; tired
of my friend Jackie, aka my angel, telling
me she’s tired of seeing me like this; tired

of all the rest of my friends telling me
they’re afraid they will see me on the
news one day; tired of calling my other
friend Nett and her husband to help me.
God knows this is NOT what I want
around my children!!!!!!!!!!
Praying is always the answer. I was
so afraid of how I would make it without
him financially (they instill this in you
from day one). Gerald always told me I
would never make it without him (form
of control). Well I prayed and prayed all
that night asking God to give me strength
and direction on what steps to take next.
The morning after my breaking point
I awakened strong and totally in control.
I knew that God had answered my
prayers. I was totally focused on what
had to be done (no weapon formed
against me shall prosper sayeth the Lord).
There was total silence in the household.
I dressed my daughter for school, packed
her lunch and we headed for the door. I
made a pit stop to the bathroom where
Gerald was. I boldly went inside, held his
face, looked straight into his eyes, and
planted a big fat kiss on his lips as I told
him goodbye. Of course he was too
cocky to read into my actions, however
we all know...
God is good all the time. Gerald was
finally gone. On July 13, 2006 @ 2:45
a.m., the NYPD came and removed my
abusive husband from my apartment via
an exclusionary order of protection granted to me by the Bronx Family Court.
Now I can finally call my house a home.
Thank you Jesus for giving me the
strength to eliminate Gerald from my life
before I became a statistic. I am grateful
to all of the employees who are linked to
the domestic violence agencies that
helped me get to where I am today.
Because of the lawyers appointed to me,
Yuliya and Breck, I won the domestic
violence case. Gerald was charged with
3rd degree harassment and 2nd degree
assault. Also, by the grace of God, I
obtained a divorce pro bono, from this
abusive person. 

DIASPORA ISSUES:
Get out of Green
Card Slavery!
Call 718-222-3155 for a
FREE Consultation on
issues of spousal abuse
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DIASPORA CONCERNS

Joaquin’s Dream Must Live On

A

day after Thanksgiving Day,
Joaquin Luna Lerna Jr., an honor
roll, 18-year-old senior at JuarezLincoln High School in Mission, Texas,
wrote a few notes to his family, put on a
suit and tie, and bid his family members
goodbye right before he shot himself on
the head. His untimely and tragic death
has left his family and those who knew
him devastated. He is described as a
bright student with a bright future ahead
of him. But in spite of his good grades,
active life in church, and a strong dedication to his family, Joaquin’s goodbye
notes tell the story of young a man who
believed his dreams as an undocumented
immigrant were coming to an end.
According to his family, if the federal
DREAM Act had passed December 2010,
this loss could have been prevented.
The following are statements by
Angelica Salas, executive director for the
Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights
of Los Angeles (CHIRLA), and Joaquin’s
older brother Diyer Mendoza.
Angelica Salas: “We mourn the
untimely and tragic death of what could
have been America’s next engineer. Our
prayers go out to Joaquin’s family and
friends who must now confront a life
without their shining star. At 18 Joaquin
was an example of what hundreds of
thousands of undocumented students
achieve in spite of a life condemned to the
shadows: he excelled in school, played
the guitar, was an active member at the

local church, and was eager to turn a
blueprint he had drawn, into his mom’s
dream house.
Joaquin came to the U.S. as a sixmonth-old baby and had done what all of
us ask of immigrants to do, play by the
rules. Congress’ failure to pass the federal DREAM Act in December 2010 was a
blow to Joaquin’s hopeful spirit. At some
point between then and now, Joaquin
decided he could no longer live a life battered by uncertainty and thought it best to
go away before the next dawn.
A precious life has been lost and
America should ask itself why. Joaquin’s
death is a tragedy and a direct indictment
on the U.S. government’s failure to deal
humanely, justly, and practically, with an
immigration maelstrom threatening to
sink the very values we hold dear. We
take this opportunity to call on the
Obama Administration to do what it can
to bring relief to our families and communities and to offer dreamers like Joaquin,
a real opportunity to make of their
dreams, our nation’s living treasure.”
Diyer Mendoza: “We are heartbroken by what has happened. He left so
many memories for us to cherish.
Joaquin was loved by everyone. He was
all about school, church, and my mom.
He was an extraordinary brother, talented, never got in trouble with the police.
Then, the DREAM Act did not pass and
his college acceptance and financial aid
letters started asking about his immigra-

tion status.
Joaquin’s biggest worry became that
after all those years in college he would
end up without a job. He had a dream,
the American Dream, but he felt his immigration status prevented him from reaching it. Ironically, he made the final deci-

sion because he didn’t want to let my
mom down; he wanted to be the best for
everybody.
I just hope other students in his situation speak to others about what they are
feeling before taking this drastic step.” 

12

SMALL BUSINESS SOLUTIONS

When Starting a Business,
Remember that Time Is Money

T

his challenging economy and stagnant job market have left plenty of
qualified and capable Americans
without work. And when qualified and
capable people suddenly have time on
their hands, many of them will think
about starting their own businesses.
Almost everyone knows that you need
a business plan, but one of the most difficult questions to answer when developing
that business plan is how much start-up
costs will be. There are so many factors to
consider, including business licenses and
incorporation fees, patents and trademarks, business insurance, leases for an
office or production facilities, and many
more.
So many, in fact, that it is almost
impossible to accurately calculate business start-up costs. Even adding a new
location to an existing business can produce wildly different start-up costs when
compared to the original start-up experience.
So is it useless to plan? Not exactly,
says Theodore Bolema, a professor at
South University's Novi, Mich. campus
and director of the business program.
Bolema, who holds a Ph.D. in business as
well as a law degree, says planning is
important — but so is being realistic
about the accuracy of your forecast.
"A decent rule of thumb is to figure

out what you think your costs will be.
Then double it," Bolema says.
There is a good reason that it is nearly impossible to accurately predict these
costs, according to Bolema. "Determining
fees, equipment purchases, inventory and
the like is relatively easy for most businesses. What's much more difficult is
knowing what your cost of time will be."
The "cost of time" is an important
concept for all businesses, but especially
for start-ups. If a business is obligated to
pay an office lease or employee salaries
while it is not yet able to do business — or
a regulatory agency is holding up its ability to do business — then start-up costs
will add up quickly.
And don't expect government agencies to operate with your costs in mind.
Even the best-run agency will not move
with the same urgency you would like,
Bolema says. After all, it may be your
lifelong dream and your life's savings at
risk, but to them, you are just another file
folder stacked on the desk.
So while you are waiting for an
agency to act, or a supplier to supply, or
an advertising firm to get that mailer in
your customers' mailboxes, you'll be paying building leases, business loan payments, utility bills, payroll and all the rest
— all without any revenue to offset those
expenses.

It can be frustrating, but it certainly
will be less frustrating if you build a business plan realistically and raise capital
accordingly.
"It's better to tie up capital in a cash
reserve than to have an inadequately
funded business plan," says Bolema.
As in life, there is plenty of uncertainty in business. So hope for the best and
plan sensibly, including how long things
will take, not just how much they will
cost. (ARA)

13

HEALTH MATTERS

Stress vs. Depression: Learn the Difference
and How to Help Yourself
 Avoid drugs and alcohol.
 Eat a well-balanced, healthy diet.
 Get enough sleep.

T

he holidays are a special time of
the year with gifts, family dinners,
getaways and shopping. While
times of sadness, stress and anxiety are
common to everyone and can be triggered
by numerous factors, there is a significant
increase at this time of year. In response
to tough situations, about 25 percent of
Americans will experience sadness that
may seem like depression, but the good
news, is that these feelings are often temporary.
Sometimes, overwhelming feelings of
sadness remain persistent and significantly interfere with a person's behavior,
physical health and interaction with others. In these situations, depression could
be the underlying cause.
Depression can be serious and is most
likely caused by a combination of genetic, biological, environmental and psychological factors. Depression can be linked
to substance abuse and even suicide. If
you feel sad, worthless, and hopeless
every day for two weeks or more, it's time
to take a mental health screening to see if
you are at-risk for depression.
Anonymous, online screenings are
available
at
www.helpyourselfhelpothers.org. Screening for depression and other mood disorders is important as it allows you to identify warning
signs early on, before things become seri-

Focus on what's doable
 Do not expect to suddenly "snap out"
of your depression.
 If you have a decision you feel overwhelmed by, discuss it with others who
know you well and have a more objective
view of your situation.
 Break up large tasks into small ones,
set some priorities and do what you can,
as you can.

ous. Depression screenings can help you
determine whether what you are experiencing is a simple case of the blues or
something more serious that requires seeing a health professional.
"Just like any other disease, there are
certain risk factors that can lead to
depression," says Dr. Douglas G. Jacobs,
president of Screening for Mental Health,
a non-profit organization committed to
promoting the improvement of mental
health. "It's important to learn the signs
and symptoms of depression, such as
changes in appetite, loss of energy or loss
of interest in your usual activities, as well

as the necessary steps you can take to
improve your health."
Depression can cloud your mind, zap
your energy and make anyone feel discouraged. It can be difficult to take action
and get help, but there are ways you can
help yourself, starting right now. First,
take a free, anonymous screening at
w w w. h e l p y o u r s e l f h e l p o t h e r s . o rg .
Additionally, you can try these self-care
tips:
Take care of your mind and body
 Take part in activities you usually
enjoy (movies, concerts, community
events, sporting events, etc.).

Celebrate small steps
 Often during treatment for depression, sleep and appetite will begin to
improve before your depressed mood
lifts.
 Expect your mood to improve gradually, not immediately.
 Remind yourself that positive
thoughts will replace negative feelings as
your depression responds to treatment.
If you or someone you love is in
immediate danger because of thoughts of
suicide, please call 911 immediately. If
you are not in immediate danger but need
to talk to someone, you can call the
national suicide prevention line at 1-800273-TALK (1-800-273-8255). (ARA)

