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Foreclosing on the American
Dream
ual’s property? Mortgage holders and
other lien holders who have a vested
interest in loans on your property, which
is used as collateral, can foreclose on you.

BY LISA CHRISTOPHER

T

he American Dream for many
immigrants is simple: own a home
or a business. Sad to say, this
dream is becoming a nightmare. Nearly
2.5 million homeowners nationally, have
lost their homes in foreclosure since
2007, and that number could balloon to
13 million in the next four years. In New
York, Brooklyn, the city's foreclosure
capital, remains under pressure. The borough saw notices reach 6,689 last year, a
12.8% increase. Among the worst hit
neighborhoods were East New York,
Canarsie and Bedford-Stuyvesant. The
other boroughs all had decreases.
Brooklyn's troubles can be traced to
its high unemployment rate — 9.8% vs.
the city's 9% — and a high concentration
of risky mortgages in some areas; that’s
according to Michael Hickey, executive
director of the Center for NYC Neighborhoods, which coordinates free advice and
legal counseling for city residents at risk
of losing their homes.
Ethnic communities are bearing the
brunt of the foreclosure crisis. Eight percent of Blacks and 46% of Latino

homeowners have been foreclosed on,
according to a recent national study by
researchers at Princeton University.
What Is Foreclosure?
Foreclosure is a legal process in
which the rights to a property is taken
away from the owner and the property is
then sold to satisfy unpaid mortgages and
liens against the property. Foreclosure
proceedings start in most cases when
payments become delinquent. So, who is
most likely to foreclose on an individ-

Can One Stop the Foreclosure Sale?
Of course. You can bring your mortgage payments current along with all late
charges, foreclosure fees, taxes, and
insurance premiums. However, if you are
unable to do so, you can contact your
lender and try to negotiate a plan to modify your payments, but don't wait until the
last minute to do this. Other options
include refinancing, selling your home
and/or filing for bankruptcy.
If you lose your property through foreclosure, there is a possibility that you can
get money from the foreclosure sale.
First, any remaining balance on the mortgage will be paid along with all
outstanding property taxes and court fees.
In most cases, very little, if any money,
will be left for you to get.
continued on page 5

Mortgage Fraud
Crackdown... see page 4

Dream Act To Be Reintroduced In Congress...see page 9

Nostrand Ave Gets Madison
Ave Chic... see page 12
GET MONEY
FOR YOUR
INJURIES

NO FEE UNLESS
YOU COLLECT

THE LAW OFFICE
OF FIGEROUX &
ASSOCIATES
lMEDICAL MALPRACTICE
lAUTO & PEDESTRIAN ACCIDENTS
lBIRTH INJURIES & BRAIN DAMAGE
lLEAD POISONING
lSLIP & FALL
lDEFECTIVE & DANGEROUS
PRODUCTS

FREE CONSULTATION 718-834-0190
NEW YORK LAWYERS FOR NEW YORK’S INJURED
26 COURT STREET, SUITE 701, BROOKLYN, NY 11242
Website www.falaw.us

Email: bfigeroux@msn.com

DA Hynes Project Safe Surrender
Program...see page 6

CALL 718-834-0190
PERSONAL ATTENTION, AFFORDABLE FEES

BENEFIT
FROM OVER
15 YEARS
OF COMBINED
EXPERIENCE

CACCI Celebrates Women’s History
Month.... see page 4

DIVORCE - CUSTODY - SUPPORT
AGGRESSIVE, SENSITIVE ATTORNEYS
WITH THE BEST EXPERIENCE IN
THE FIELD
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DIVORCE/SEPARATION
CUSTODY VISITATION
PARENTS’ RIGHTS
PATERNITY
ABUSE/ NEGLECT
PRE & POST-NUPTIAL AGREEMENTS
ORDERS OF PROTECTION
CHILD & SPOUSAL SUPPORT
ALL OTHER FAMILY COURT MATTERS
ABUSE SPOUSE PETITIONS
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Mr. President,
Change Takes
Courage

O

n Thursday, March 30, Congressional
Representatives
in
Washington, DC, including Rep.
Luis Gutierrez, joined hands with hundreds of community-based immigrant
rights organizations and called on President Obama to take heed and stop the
deportation and suffering of thousands of
immigrant families. Estimates vary but
the pain and suffering of millions of families on a daily basis due todeportations,
persecution, loss of jobs and security,
local anti-immigrant ordinances, and a
Department of Homeland Security gone
rogue is very real. Nearly 800,000 people, sixty per cent non-violent or serious
criminals, have been deported during the
first two years of President Obama’s
administration and it appears the
roundups will continue.
continued on page 3

Beat Deportation... see page 8

Figeroux & Associates
26 Court Street, Suite 701
Brooklyn, NY 11242

ESTATE LAW
PERSONAL ATTENTION, REASONABLE FEES
QESTATE LITIGATION
QPROBATE
QESTATE PLANNING
QMEDICAID PLANNING

QWILLS
QTRUSTS
QDEED TRANSFERS
QPOWERS OF ATTORNEY

HOME & HOSPITAL VISITS AVAILABLE
1105 NOSTRAND AVENUE
BROOKLYN, NY 11225
Take #2 or 5 trains to Sterling Avenue or B44
to Nostrand Avenue

CALL NOW
FOR A
CONSULTATION
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Caribbean Consulates
in New York
Anguilla
845 Third Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10022
Tel: 212-745-0277
Antigua & Barbuda
610 Fifth Avenue, Suite 311
New York, N.Y. 10020
Tel: 212-541-4117
The Bahamas
231 East 46th Street
New York, N.Y. 10020
Tel: 212-421-6420
Barbados
820 Second Avenue, 5th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel: 212-551-4325
Belize
675 Third Avenue, Suite 1911
New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel: 212-949-1240
Dominica
800 Second Avenue, Suite 400H
New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel: 212-949-0853
Dominican Republic
1500 Broadway, Suite 410
New York, N.Y. 10036
Tel: 212-768-2480
Grenada
800 Second Avenue, Suite 400K
New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel: 212-599-0301
Guyana
Consulate General of Guyana
370 7th Avenue, 4th Floor
New York, NY 10001
Tel: 212- 947-5110
Haiti
271 Madison Avenue, 17th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10016
Tel: 212-697-9767
Jamaica
767 Third Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel: 212-935-9000
Martinique
444 Madison Avenue, 16th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10022
Tel: 212-838-6887
Montserrat
845 Third Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10022
Tel: 212-745-0200
Panama
1212 Avenue of the Americas, 6th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10036
Tel: 212-840-2450
St. Kitts & Nevis
414 East 75th Street, 5th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10021
Tel: 212-535-5521
St. Lucia
800 Second Avenue, 9th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10007
Tel: 212-697-9360
St. Maarten
675 Third Avenue, Suite 1807
New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel: 800-786-2278
St. Vincent & The Grenadines
801 Second Avenue, 21st Floor
New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel: 212-687-4981
Trinidad & Tobago
125 Maiden Lane
New York, N.Y. 10038
Tel: 212-682-7272
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For Black America:
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F

rom March 29th through the 31st,
the National Urban League brought
its fight for urban jobs to Capitol
Hill with its 2011 Legislative Policy Conference. This year’s summit made the
case for targeted action to tackle the persistent unemployment crisis in Black
America.
Dozens of Urban League affiliate delegations comprised of CEOs, board
chairs and the presidents of affiliate Guild
and Young Professional auxiliaries will
joined us for meetings on Capitol Hill
with U. S. Senators and Representatives.
The conference also served as the
backdrop to the release of the National
Urban League's landmark annual publication, The State of Black America, held
this year at historic Howard University,
with a Town Hall event featuring Howard
students, faculty and others, moderated
by Jeff Johnson and Roland Martin.
The highlight of this year’s legislative
summit and State of Black America
report was jobs, jobs, jobs. The great
recession is officially over. But, with
overall unemployment now at 8.9 percent
and 13.7 million people still out of work,
the recovery has been painfully slow and
has yet to make a significant visit to communities of color.
The Labor
Department’s February jobs report shows
Black unemployment at 15.3 percent.
The rate is 16.2 percent for Black men
and 11.6 percent for Hispanics. Clearly,
the jobs crisis persists in urban America
and an immediate national response is
long overdue.
In the past, our nation has declared
war on poverty…war on drugs…even
war on obesity. I call on Washington to
declare war on unemployment and the
first line of defense must be urban America. The truth is, any recovery that fails
to bring jobs and prosperity back to urban
and communities of color is a recovery in
name only. America can only succeed if
its cities and the people who live and
work in them have access to jobs and are
fully prepared to excel and innovate in
those jobs. That is the key message of
this year’s State of Black America.
Our report takes an honest look at the
reality and underlying causes of doubledigit joblessness in Black America. But
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we don’t just point out the problem, we
offer a solution with a 12-point blueprint
for quality job creation. Our plan recognizes that as the nation takes steps to
reduce our ballooning deficit, we must
make tough choices. But if, as the President has said, we are going to “win the
future,” this is no time to cut investments
in our people. That means, among other
things, we must invest in summer jobs for
teens, broadband and green jobs for their
parents, and direct job creation for cities
and states.
Our report will also unveil the
National Urban League’s 2011 Equality
Index, our annual comparison of the
social, political and economic status of
African Americans and Latinos to that of
whites. It highlights some successful jobcreating initiatives by the Urban League
and others. And we make it clear that
every aspect of life in America is connected to jobs. Education is a jobs issue.
Healthcare is a jobs issue. International
trade is a jobs issue. Housing and transportation are jobs issues.
In 2011, the State of Black America is a
jobs issue.l

Editor’s note: The National Urban
League's State of Black America Town
Hall event was held on Thursday, March
31st at Howard University's Crampton
Auditorium. For more information, visit
www.nul.org.
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OBAMA ADMINISTRATION
Mr. President, Change Takes Courage
continued from page 1
The following are comments by Angelica
promised the immigrant electorate on
Salas, executive director for the Coalition
more than a few occasions that he would
for Humane Immigrant Rights of Los
make a priority to see immigrants emerge
Angeles (CHIRLA), a humane and new
from the depths of the shadowy underimmigrant American rights
world they are
Immigration
organization based in Los Angeconfined to as secles.
ond class citizens.
enforcement has
“As the number of immigrants
Although
most
detained and deported by the gone rogue and the unauthorized
current Administration grows community asks if the immigrants work,
inching slowly towards the
pay taxes, buy
White House listens homes, set up busi800,000 mark just in two years,
or cares
we wonder if the common
nesses, do not
phrase ‘see no evil, hear no
commit
crimes,
evil, and do no evil’ has become President
and are all-around good citizens, the
Obama’s unofficial immigration policy.
absence of compassion and discretionary
The irony, however, is that although
oversight of our broken immigration laws
immigrants continue to believe President
have more than reared their ugly heads to
Obama is well-intentioned, the persecuobfuscate most efforts by common-sense
tion,
dehumanization,
and
legislators in Congress to update the
criminalization of unauthorized immiarchaic system of immigration laws some
grants across the nation in the absence of
are so proud of.
federal leadership to update our nation’s
As we reach a shameful milestone of
immigration laws can no longer be hidinjustice towards immigrants and their
den or ignored. For us on the ground, the
families, we call on President Obama to
reality is painfully clear: thousands of
heed our call and take on the forces that
otherwise good, positive members of our
keep this Administration from forging
society are bearing the brunt of a White
meaningful change. On immigration polHouse that seems intent on not seeing or
icy, every little bit counts. The President
hearing evil and a rogue Immigration
cannot hide behind the shield of separaand Customs Enforcement (ICE) that
tion of powers much longer. He is, after
works extra hard to efficiently unleash
all, our President too, and we expect him
hell unto our communities.
to hear, see, and do what his conscience
The President of the United States
and his courage dictate.” l

2011 White House Easter Egg Roll:
Get Up and Go!

T

he White House Easter Egg Roll is
now less than one month away!
Each week brings new exciting
information and opportunities related to
this year’s event.
Recently, the official 2011 White
House Easter Egg Roll logo and souvenir
eggs were announced. The logo features
a jumping Easter Bunny, representing this
year’s theme, Get Up and Go! in support
of the First Lady’s Let’s Move! initiative

to raise a healthier generation of kids.
This year’s eggs come in the pastel
colors of purple, pink, green, and yellow.
The eggs are handmade in the United
States from wood that is harvested using
strict environmentally friendly practices.
Each egg will feature a stamp of the logo,
and the signatures of both the President
and First Lady. The souvenir eggs can be
purchased online through the National
Parks Foundation. l

I

ORDERED DEPORTED
& HIDING?

f you have been deported or convicted of
crimes that make you deportable, please
call now for a free legal consultation. You
may be able to file a motion to re-open your
case or qualify for post-conviction relief. It's a
free legal, no obligation consultation. You have
nothing to lose and everything to gain. Get that
second, third or fourth opinion. Call 718-2223155 now. l

MORTGAGE
DEBT RELIEF
GUARANTEED!
Want to save
your home?
Foreclosure
experts will
negotiate with
the bank on
YOUR behalf!
-BANKRUPTCIES
-REFINANCE
-QUICK SALE
-MANY MORE!

CALL NOW
For Free Consultation

DON’T WAIT ANOTHER DAY.
THE LONGER YOU WAIT THE WORSE IT GETS.
All information will be kept strictly confidential
Call now 718-834-0190/ 718-363 -7788
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NEWSBRIEFS

Final State Budget Keeps NYC Senior
Centers Open

R

ecently, there has been serious concerns about the closing of senior
centers in New York. Good news:
the final state budget keeps senior centers
open. Assemblywoman Rhoda Jacobs said,
“New York City senior centers play a key
role in improving the lives of seniors in
communities throughout the city. These
establishments provide critical services for
seniors, incluiding nutritious meals, health
and wellness activities and social events.

The Assembly fought to ensure that the
2011-2012 budget restores $36 million of
the Title XX discretionary funds to these
centers to keep them open. We had to make
a lot of tough decisions in this budget, but
protecting the quality of life for our seniors
is vital. We have an obligation to care for
those who have made lifelong contributions
to our communities and we must continue
providing them the services they need and
deserve.”l

Increasing Penalties for Landlords Who
Fail to Provide Heat & Hot Water for
Tenants

W

hen the City receives a heat or
hot water complaint, the Department of Housing Preservation
and Development will attempt to contact
the building’s owner in an effort to have the
heat or hot water service restored. If service
is not restored, an HPD inspector is dispatched to the building to verify the
complaint and issue the appropriate violation. In Fiscal Year 2010, HPD issued
12,436 heat and hot water violations.

The penalty for failing to provide heat
and hot water is currently $250 - $500 per
day for each initial violation until the date
the violation is corrected and $500 - $1,000
per day for each subsequent violation at the
same building during the same calendar
year or heat season. This legislation
increases the time period to receive subsequent violations from one calendar year or
heat season to two consecutive calendar
years or heat seasons.l

CACCI Celebrates Women & Minority
Businesses at Power Breakfast

O

n Thursday, March 31,
Brooklyn
Borough
President
Marty
Markowitz and Deputy Borough
President Yvonne Graham hosted
the Caribbean American Chamber
of Commerce and Industry’s
(CACCI) Special Membership
Power Breakfast Meeting, which
paid tribute to minority-owned
and women-owned businesses as
part of National Women’s History
Month.
“In a borough that is proud
home to everyone from everywhere, small and minority-owned
businesses are the lifeblood of Brooklyn,”
said BP Markowitz. “Brooklyn is feeling
the pinch of this economic downturn just
like everywhere else, but the fact is, we’re
leading this city’s economic resurgence,
and we’re creating jobs faster than any
other borough in the city.”
At a press conference, following the
breakfast, CACCI announced its partner-

Photo: Praim Samsoondar

ship with the New York Mets to host a
Caribbean Heritage Night at Citi Field.
This exciting evening is slated for
Wednesday, August 10, 2011 when the
New York Mets will face the San Diego
Padres. Also as part of its celebrations for
its 26th anniversary there will be a presentation of the Spirit Awards. where outstanding members of the Disapora will be honored. l

Service Centers Are Now Required to
Disclose Services Provided for Women
Seeking Reproductive Care

P

regnancy service centers provide
services to women who are or may
become pregnant and are not
licensed by the State or federal government
to
provide
medical
or
pharmaceutical services to women. These
centers provide obstetric ultrasounds,
obstetric sonograms or prenatal care or
have the appearance of a licensed medical
facility. To ensure that women are fully

informed of the services provided by
pregnancy service centers, this bill
requires the centers to inform their clients
whether they have a licensed medical
provider on staff and disclose whether
they provide certain pregnancy-related
services or not. This bill also requires centers to provide confidentiality protections
for their clients’ personal and health information. l

District Attorney Hynes Cracks Down on
Mortgage Scam Artists

I

t is alarming how easy it is to steal
someone’s home right out from
under them. An increasing amount
of scam artists have been using homes
as vehicles to commit various frauds,
including selling homes stolen from the
rightful owners. Few industries have
created as much wealth in the past few
years as the real estate business.
Unfortunately, this surge has led
unscrupulous individuals to try to get in
on the action. These people are just
looking for opportunities to take advanDA Hynes
tage of unknowing victims.
As real estate fraud becomes more prevalent in our county, the homeowners must
learn to protect themselves. Scam artists often exploit cracks in the system to swindle
overeager, but legitimate homebuyers, mortgage brokers and commercial lenders.
Surprisingly, crooks are able to steal money simply by forging documentation and
falsely making it appear as though one person signed over property to another, and then
filing the phony deeds with the City Register. One way to help prevent mortgage fraud
would be through legislation requiring the City Registers to notify the owners of property if ever someone attempts to record a document which would affect ownership
rights in real property.
In 2009, we made significant strides in fighting real estate fraud when my office created a Mortgage Fraud and Real Estate Crimes Unit and set up a hotline number to
report these crimes. That number is (718) 250-2311. The Unit, staffed by prosecutors,
investigators and paralegals, focuses solely on real estate crimes including mortgage
fraud and predatory lending. United States Senator Charles Schumer played a huge role
by providing $875,000 in new federal funding to create this Unit and help protect
Brooklyn homeowners from all kinds of mortgage scams, real estate fraud and cases of
predatory lending. Since the new Unit’s inception, we have undertaken 250 investigations, resulting in 40 prosecutions.
In March, we announced 17 arrests in a variety of real estate crimes including reverse
mortgage scams, loan modifications, deed theft and mortgage fraud. It is a message to
all the scammers out there that they will be caught and prosecuted to the full extent of
the law when they prey on vulnerable victims, often seniors.
There are many predators who will do whatever it takes to steal your money or
your home. There are all kinds of scams out there and it can be very difficult to recognize them.l
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DIASPORA CONCERNS
Foreclosing on the
continued from page 1
President Obama’s HAMP
The Home Affordable Modification
Program (HAMP) is designed to help as
many as 3 to 4 million financially struggling homeowners avoid foreclosure by
modifying loans to a level that is affordable for borrowers now and sustainable
over the long term. The program provides
clear and consistent loan modification
guidelines that the entire mortgage industry can use.
How Bankruptcy Can Help
Bankruptcy will stop the foreclosure
proceedings and give you time to work out
a plan through the courts. When you file
either a Chapter 13 or Chapter 7 bankruptcy, the court automatically issues an
order (called the Order for Relief) including the "automatic stay." The automatic
stay directs your creditors to cease their
collection activities immediately, no
excuses. If your home is scheduled for a
foreclosure sale, the sale will be legally
postponed while the bankruptcy is pending—typically for three to four months.
However, there are two exceptions to this
general rule: motion to lift the stay and
foreclosure notice already filed.
For more information about how bankruptcy can be your personal bailout for
mounting debts or avoiding bankruptcy,
call 718-834-0190 to schedule a free, no
obligation consultation.l

Tel: 718-322-3190

FIVE SIGNS OF A BAD
MORTGAGE:
nYou always struggle to make your
monthly payments.
nYou have two or more mortgages
or line of credit on one property.
nThe interest rate on your mortgage keeps increasing.
nDespite regular payments, your
principal amount keeps increasing.
nYou are only paying interest

Need help?
Call 718-834-0190
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS

Sins and Warrants:
Surrendering in Church

Redeemer’s
Tabernacle

BY STACY JACOB, ESQ.

W

hen one thinks of surrendering in church,
one may imagine a more spiritual experience: religious people surrendering to
God, sins and all. But the Kings County District
Attorney’s Office in partnership with Brooklyn
clergy have developed a pilot program that enables
all people to surrender in church—in order to
resolve outstanding warrants. The pilot program,
Project Safe Surrender, allows individuals accused
of crimes and violations to safely surrender at
churches in order to get rid of their warrants or
summons.
Some of the charges for which one can surrender
on an open warrant or summons include disorderly
conduct, consumption of alcohol in public, littering, riding a bicycle on the sidewalk, trespassing
and loitering. It’s an opportunity for individuals
with such warrants or summons to turn themselves
in to law enforcement, in the presence of clergy.
The program also connects individuals with key
social assistance in the areas of health, housing,
employment training, and education.
The objective of the program is not to “catch”
people and jail them. Rather, it helps dissipate the
constant fear of being stopped by the police, e.g., as
for a traffic infraction, and then being hauled off to
jail because of the outstanding warrants. The value
of regaining one’s peace of mind and not feeling the
need to look over one’s shoulder is significant.
Project Safe Surrender’s church setting provides

Project Safe
Surrender, allows
individuals
accused of
crimes and
violations to
safely
surrender
at churches in
order to get
rid of their
warrants or
summons

a safe environment for having warrants or summons lifted and the case adjudicated. Understand, however, that this is not the same as a pardon of the
underlying crime or violation. Instead, it is a chance to resolve the case and,
hopefully, move on with your life.
Project Safe Surrender Day is happening on Friday, April 22 and Saturday,
April 23 at Antioch Baptist Church located at 828 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn
fro 9am to 5pm. Even if a more sacrosanct surrender is not on your agenda,
you might nonetheless want to get to church and surrender to law enforcement, with clergy present to ease your fears. Call the District Attorney’s office
at 718.250.3888 or visit www.projectsafesurrender2011.org today to find out
more information about Project Safe Surrender.l

Breakfast Empowerment Seminar Series
HELPING OUR
CHURCHES SUCCEED
Hosea 4:6
“My people are destroyed
from lack of knowledge”

The NACC Chamber of Commerce
cordially invites you to our bi-monthly
Clergy Breakfast Seminar
8:45am-9:30am: Registration & Breakfast
9:30am-11:00am: Program
11:00 -12noon: Networking
nPension Plans for Pastors
nMaking Your Church Financially Stable
nReligious Petitions — 10,000 Green Cards Available
nThe 501(c)(3) Process for Your Church
nBusiness/Job Opportunities for the Clergy
nRadio Hosting — Building Your Congregation
Location:
NACC Conference Room, 26 Court Street, Suite 701
Brooklyn, NY 11242

In diversity, we have strength!
Seating is limited. Must register in advance.
Please call 718-722-9217 ext 118 or 112

Services are held at
26 Court Street, Suite 701,
downtown Brooklyn, New York
from 11:30 am every
Sunday morning.
The service is broadcast live
from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm on
www.allblackradio.com and
is repeated from
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm.

All are invited to join
us at our Sunday service to
worship, praise the Lord, and
study the word of God.
Bishop Michael E. Clarke is the
Pastor of Redeemer's Tabernacle
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FAMILY MATTERS
HOROSCOPE
Sister Dobong Horoscope
728 Franklin Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11238
Tel: 1-347-461-9190
Aries: Lucky Numbers: 046 1120
Lotto 1 8 17 4 5 6
Positive outcome from the new moon are very
possible. You will need to let life unfold its
mysteries for you. Just know that your destiny
will be revealed and you will be happy with the
outcome.
Taurus: Lucky Numbers: 055 0890
Lotto 8 3 21 4 5 7
Look inside of yourself for answers. Be aware
that everyone has the right to make the inner
journey that will bring peace. In love be more
flexible and give and take. This will make the
relationship more rewarding and balanced.
Gemini: Lucky Numbers: 060 2223
Lotto 11 2 23 7 15 1
Just know that all sorts of communication
errors can be a problem this week. Write
everything down and double check everything. In love be more open and willing to
make sacrifices for the cause.
Cancer: Lucky Numbers: 326 3345
Lotto 9 10 20 30 40 2
You will have to make work your top priority.
Bring out the best ideas and give your boss
your thoughts. You have made a good impression already and this could lead to more
responsibility.
Leo: Lucky Numbers: 792 1729
Lotto 11 12 31 34 29 8
Opportunities will be available just as if a
genie is granting your wishes. If you want to
change the world start with yourself first and
then go out to spread the good news to everyone else. Buy flowers for yourself and uplift
your spirits.
Virgo: Lucky Numbers: 414 8765
Lotto 7 15 4 41 21 2
Something great is happening now in your life.
You will consider making new moves in many
different directions never traveled before. Stay
clear of any gossip; you are better than that.
Exercise in any way possible will relieve
stress.
Libra: Lucky Numbers: 390 1212
Lotto 6 16 4 41 21 29
Take a moment and give yourself a much
needed wardrobe update. Looking great and
feeling great go hand and hand. Go to the
movies for some laughter.
Scorpio: Lucky Numbers: 672 5800
Lotto 10 11 14 38 17 4
You have the power to make everyone do
what you what them to do with just a little bit
of sweet words and a smile. There may be
financial opportunities to better yourself. Take
everything to a lawyer to read over first.
Sagittarius: Lucky Numbers: 502 1231
Lotto 7 16 4 41 2 28
Others are watching you at work so do the
best that you can possibly do. You will also
have work opportunities to change your current career path. Do not let love go by the
wayside. You will have to spend quality time
with your loved ones.
Capricorn: Lucky Numbers: 511 9949
Lotto 15 31 12 1 17 16
Dance your way to happiness and trim down
your waistline all in the same shot. Stay positive in all matters especially at the office. If you
do have time to make telephone calls stay in
touch with text messages or email.
Aquarius: Lucky Numbers: 280 3421
Lotto 8 11 14 40 32 7
Open the doors of love and let joy and passion
in. Now is the time to see what is really on
someone’s mind; look at the actions and let
them speak to you louder than the words.
Pisces: Lucky Numbers: 839 0045
Lotto 9 8 31 1 16 5
It is very important for you to stick to your
budget and not stray. You will need to be prepared for an unexpected event in the near
future. Oh, make a wish and wait for your
dreams to come true.

Mentoring Our Youths
BY KATHY S. ROUGIER, B.SC., B.A.

I

n order to be a succesful mentor, certain
characteristics are necessary. Initially
there must be a good rapport and “fit”
between the mentor and mentoree. It has
often been said that the youths of today are
our leaders of tomorrow. Mentoring our
youths therefore could lead to overall positive global benefits.
Mentors must be dedicated and willing
to expend the time and energy it takes for
successful mentoring. One important characteristic is that of active listening. Active
listening involves paying full attention, taking note of what is said, asking questions
and repeating what was said so that clarification and understanding are gained. Using
non-verbal gestures and maintaining eye
contact greatly assist in communication and
lets the other party know whether or not
you understand or are confused. Listening
attentively is important for both mentor and
mentoree.
It is important for both mentor and
mentoree to step out of their comfort zone.
This could be achieved by expanding
thoughts, nurturing confidence and
embracing new challenges. The outcome
results in positive personal growth for both
parties. In this relationship, there is mutual
exchange of communication and a dedication to success. While the mentor is
dedicated to the success of the mentoree,
he/she also experiences the satisfaction of
success in observing growth and development of the mentoree. This breeds success

in the mentor’s own life. Dedicated mentors and mentorees who genuinely invest
their time and effort in this unique relationship are most effective and results are
evident.
Inquiry and perseverance for knowledge and truth can greatly assist mentors
and mentorees. Guided in their search,
young mentorees can overcome challenges
in their search and gain knowledge that
would benefit them throughout their lives.
By having an expansive view and sharing
this view with mentorees, mentors can
demonstrate how the interaction of two or
more people creates a response which
snowballs into other responses. Mentors
can teach and show mentorees how
responses and interactions can be positive
even if the initial action or behavior is neg-

ative.
Mentors must be people who are ready
to take on the challenge of mentoring.
They must exude responsibility and must
be respectful. Mentorees too must be ready
to learn and listen. Each party must feel
free to openly communicate with the other
bearing in mind that each can also learn
from the other.
Diligence is required when mentoring
youths and mentors must commit to meeting with their mentoree on a regular basis.
Progress over time must be recorded so as
to facilitate the embrace that may be
needed. This relationship is a fluid one that
can maximize the many benefits for mentors and mentorees alike.l
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LEGAL ISSUES

Little-Known High Court Case Could Help
Beat Deportation
BY RAJ JAYADEV & ANGIE JUNCK
NEW AMERICA MEDIA

I

t is the one-year anniversary of Padilla
v. Kentucky – arguably the most important U.S. Supreme Court decision to
date regarding the nexus between local
criminal courts and federal immigration
laws.
This is also the first week of renewed
freedom for Jeysson Minota, 28, a legal permanent resident from Colombia, who had
been in and out of federal detention centers
for the past four years after originally being
charged with vandalism. His detention, and
his ultimate freedom, tells the story of the
need and promise of the José Padilla decision.
In the Padilla case, the Supreme Court
held that the U.S. Constitution requires
criminal defense counsel to provide adequate advice on the immigration
consequences of how a case is resolved.
Such advice is critical to defendants like
Minota.
The criminal act that got Minota in trouble—and put him on the radar of Homeland
Security—was graffiti.
Minota, a graffiti artist, pleaded guilty
to a felony charge of vandalism. Immigration and enforcement officials claimed that
vandalism is a “crime of moral turpitude,”
making it a deportable offense. Although he

was not deported, thanks to a judge who
noted his good record and U.S.-citizen
wife, he lost his green card and was in and
out of detention.
Had his previous lawyers informed
Minota that a guilty plea could lead to
deportation, he might not have been held
over the four-year period. With the help of
new attorneys, including Angie Junck, a coauthor of this article, his not-guilty plea in
immigration court eventually won him a
new green card—and a new start in the
United States.
His new lawyers also helped Minota
avoid a seemingly minor legal error that
triggers permanent deportation. He pleaded

guilty to a seemingly innocuous misdemeanor charge of trespassing—and was
found innocent by a jury.
But this minor charge, which would
have carried no extra jail time, would have
caused many uninformed public defenders
to urge the defendant to accept a guilty
plea, expecting an easy resolution. For
immigrants, though, a guilty plea would
have been equivalent to an immigration life
sentence and separation from his wife, two
children, mother and siblings.
But as with any legal device, the decision from Padilla v. Kentucky is a measure
of protection that only has value if exercised. There are two glaring and systemic

roadblocks that make cases like Minota’s,
even with the Padilla decision, more the
exception than the rule.
Strip away the political value judgments around constitutional protections for
immigrants, and you are still left with
overly impacted criminal courts. The reality is that guilty pleas, early and often, are
perhaps all that prevent the country’s court
system from bursting at the seams. In fact,
less than five percent of all felony cases
across the country ever reach the trial stage.
Consequently, one of the most fundamental
rights afforded to the accused — the right
to a public hearing — is circumvented on a
daily basis.
For those without immigration consequences, plea deals may be the best option
in order to receive a lighter sentence. But
for those like Minota, it is a decision often
born out of the pressure and isolation of the
experience, and one they may come to
regret.
In Santa Clara County, where Minota
faced criminal charges in 2008, the district
attorney’s office tried only 260 cases, both
for misdemeanors and felonies, out of
roughly 30,000 cases. That is less than one
percent, meaning the immigration fates of
immigrants, who are part of that pool of
defendants, were frequently sealed well
before they faced an immigration judge.

continued on page 13
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Senator Durban To Reintroduce Dream
Act In Congress
BY JULIANNE HIN, COLORLINES

W

ASHINGTON, D.C.: The DREAM
Act is coming back. After a bruising, nearly triumphant fight through
Congress at the end of last year, Sen. Richard
Durbin, D-Ill., is preparing to reintroduce the
immigration bill this session, his office confirmed last week.
The legislation seeks to create a path to citizenship for undocumented youth, who grew
up in the United States. It surged ahead on the
congressional agenda last session, as key
Democrats, led by Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid of Nevada, courted Latino voters
in a hard-fought electoral cycle.
There are, however, murmurs of disquiet
among immigrant youth advocates, who fear
that the version of the bill Durbin plans to
introduce will be far narrower than the one
they backed as recently as a year ago. The
bill’s scope has shrunk significantly as its congressional backers have sought bipartisan
support.
“We know the DREAM Act is going to be
coming out soon, and that it’s most likely going
to be similar to the version that passed the
House last time,” said Mohammad Abdollahi,
an immigrant youth activist, who helped
cofound the DREAM Act clearinghouse DreamActivist.org.
Similar to Previous House Version
According to Abdollahi and other immigration
advocates familiar with the negotiations happening now, the bill will likely mirror the
version that passed in an historic House vote

last December, but failed to clear a Republican
filibuster in the Senate. They say that Durbin
has resisted filing a broader version of the bill
in order to accommodate his Republican colleague Sen. Richard Lugar, who is fighting off
a more right-wing challenger back home in
Indiana.
Abdollahi said Durbin’s decision to stick
with a less-than-ideal version of the bill was
“the major dilemma” in front of DREAM Act
activists right now.
“If Democrats are not going to advocate for
a stronger bill and just give in to Republican
demands, then we have to recognize that
Democrats are not going to have the backbone
they need to have,” Abdollahi said.
Others, however, acknowledge the realities
of a shrinking political playing field for moderate Republicans, whose votes will be required
to pass any version of the bill.
“I do think that Sen. Durbin is sensitive to
the position that Lugar is in,” said Adey Lisseha, a policy attorney and campaign

coordinator with the National Immigration
Law Center, which has supported the immigrant youth umbrella organization United We
Dream and is advocating for the DREAM Act.
“Lugar has drawn a primary challenger
who’s been pretty vocal about highlighting Sen.
Lugar’s support of the DREAM Act as his number one reason for running against him,”
Lisseha said.
The challenger, Indiana State Treasurer
Richard Mourdock, has forced Lugar into the
political fight of his life, an unusual position
for a veteran senator, who is accustomed to
easy re-election.
Lisseha said that immigrant-rights advocates appreciated that Lugar had stuck by the
DREAM Act, unlike other Republican senators, such as Utah’s Orrin Hatch and Arizona’s
John McCain, who abandoned the bill after
years of longstanding support for it.
McCain won re-election last year after
rebranding himself as a staunch anti-immigrant
foe, and Hatch, who’s rumored to be facing a
difficult re-election in 2012, may already be
rearing for the same.

significant ways: The probationary period was
upped to 10 years from six and the age cap was
slashed from 35 to 30 years old.
The bill’s advocates knew at the time those
changes would haunt them if the legislation
failed. “Concessions are made in an effort to
get votes,” Lisseha said, “and if you can’t get
those votes, where you leave off always
becomes the starting point in the following
Congress.”
Lisseha added that she considered Durbin
“one of the people best positioned to do the
analysis of the political landscape,” and
trusted his commitment to keeping the
DREAM Act as bipartisan as possible, but that
political compromises come with real-life
costs.
“It’s not ideal,” Lisseha said of the new
age caps, “and it’s not what we want. And it’s
been a point of contention for a lot of DREAMers, as undocumented immigrant youth
activists are often called, because the people
who worked on it the longest are aging out of
a bill that would help change their circumstances.”

A Break From Past Approach
The DREAM Act has been around for over
a decade, and it’s been steadily narrowed with
each iteration. The earliest versions did not
include a military service provision—one
could become eligible for citizenship with
community service, which seems like a quaint
impossibility in today’s highly polarized antiimmigrant climate. In the last days of the 2010
lame duck session, several key concessions
were made that narrowed the bill’s scope in

Putting The Heat On
“As immigrant youth this is our message,”
Abdollahi said. “We’re willing to put ourselves
on the line. Just like in July, we’re not going to
hold back against Democrats, because ultimately the DREAM Act lost votes on the
Democratic side too.”
Last summer undocumented immigrant
youth staged a series of sit-ins in senators’

continued on page 15
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A New Low: Shooting Immigrants from
Helicopters?
So not only does he see no problem with
insulting immigrants and Latinos, now
he's adding Kansans to the mix.
He was then quoted as saying, "I
think it's over" and that he did not expect
any more controversy over his comment.
Well, I beg to differ.

BY JANET MURGUIA
PRESIDENT & CEO
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF LA RAZA

A

s a Kansan, I was saddened to
hear a representative from my
home state sink to a new low.
The Lawrence Journal World reported
that Kansas State Representative Virgil
Peck (R) said, "It might be a good idea to
control illegal immigration the way the
feral hog population has been controlled—with hunters shooting from
helicopters."
During a discussion in the Kansas
House Appropriations Committee about
eliminating feral hogs, Representative
Peck made the following statement on
the record:
"It looks like to me that if shooting
these immigrating feral hogs works
maybe we have found a solution to our
illegal immigration problem."
Unfortunately, this is not the first time
a legislator in our nation has compared
undocumented immigrants to animals or
much worse. But advocating for shooting humans from helicopters is far
beyond unacceptable. Ironically, Representative Peck's comment comes just
days after the National Council of La
Raza (NCLR) launched its Pledge for

Rep. Virgil Peck

Respect campaign. It appears the campaign couldn't have come at a more
timely moment.
Recently, hundreds of Latino leaders
from NCLR's Affiliate Network met with
their members of Congress in Washington, DC and asked them to sign a pledge
to respect the Latino community, commit
to encouraging civil discourse in the political process, and publicly oppose
irresponsible rhetoric that dehumanizes
and scapegoats Latinos.
Apparently we need to circulate the
pledge in my home state of Kansas as
well. To add insult to injury, when Peck
was asked about his comment, he did not
apologize. Instead he said, "I was just
speaking like a southeast Kansas person."

Join Me In telling Representative Peck
That It's Far From Over!
He doesn't seem to think that he has
done anything wrong and he needs to
understand that this type of rhetoric has
no place in our public discourse. That's
why we are also asking Speaker Mike
O'Neal of the Kansas House of Representatives to call for an apology and an end
to this intolerance in the Kansas legislature.
We understand that our country is
tired of federal inaction on immigration
reform, but dehumanizing and scapegoating immigrants is not a solution. We look
to our elected officials as leaders in our
nation and we demand that they start acting like it.
Kansans, and all Americans, deserve
better.
Kansas House Representative Should
Resign
Call/email Kansas State Representa-

tive Virgil Peck to resign from his position immediately for viciously suggesting
that the State of Kansas begin shooting
undocumented immigrants from helicopters just as they do with feral hogs.
Phone: 785-296-7641
Email: virgil.peck@house.ks.gov
Home Information
P.O. Box 277
Tyro, Kansas 67364
Phone: 620-879-2334
Email: virgil@virgilpeck.com
Business Information
Occupation: Insurance Agent
Phone: 620-879-2334 l
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options for legalization and protection
against immigration fraud.
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Tel: 718-856-2560
Train: 2 or 5 to Sterling Street
Bus: B44 to Nostrand Avenue
and Maple Street

Multi-Cultural Programming
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Cultural Exposé
Saturday 6pm-7pm on WPAT 930AM
Caribbean news, immigration news and legislative
updates, legal questions & answers, interviews and more.

Legally Speaking
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Start your week the right way by getting all your legal
questions answered
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What Does Clarence Thomas Have
Against Black People?
BY TONYAA WHEATHERSBEE
BLACK AMERICA WEB

M

aybe John Thompson reminded
Clarence Thomas of a childhood nemesis.
Maybe Thompson, who spent 14
years on Louisiana’s Death Row when
prosecutors deliberately withheld evidence that would have proved his
innocence, reminded the Supreme Court
justice of one of the bullies who taunted
him about his coal-black skin.
Or maybe, at least in Thomas’ eyes,
Thompson quickly morphed into a black
man who was looking for a handout
instead of justice.
Or maybe it’s all of the above. It has
to be. Because there’s no way that any
fair-minded jurist would turn the sort of
legal cartwheels that Thomas and his four
other conservative colleagues on the high
court recently turned to side with the New
Orleans District Attorney’s Office in tossing out a $14 million verdict in
Thompson’s favor.
Here’s what happened. In 1985,
Thompson, then 22, was convicted of
murder and armed robbery in Louisiana.
He was sentenced to death on the murder
conviction and came within weeks of
being executed in 1999 when his investi-

gators learned that prosecutors failed to
turn over evidence that would have freed
him.
Among that evidence was the fact that
the main informant had received a reward
from the victim’s family and that the eyewitness identification didn’t match. Most
of all, prosecutors deliberately concealed
blood evidence and a lab report that
would have cleared Thompson.
This they hid for 20 years.
Thompson’s convictions were overturned, and he sued Harry Connick Sr.,
the district attorney for Orleans Parish,
for not schooling his prosecutors about
their legal obligation to turn over such
evidence to the defense. That obligation
was laid out in a 1963 case, Brady v.
Maryland, in which the Supreme Court
said that to withhold such evidence is a
violation of the defendant’s constitutional
rights.
Connick, in fact, even conceded that
he didn’t completely understand what
Brady encompassed. A jury awarded
Thompson $14 million.
But it seems that Thomas – who wrote
the majority opinion in tossing out the
verdict – was more than willing to join
his white conservative cohorts in trampling the Constitution to give the
powerful more ammunition to keep the

Judge Clarence Thomas

powerless in their place.
Incredibly, in writing for the 5-4
majority, Thomas said that Thompson
didn’t deserve any money because he
couldn’t prove that there was a pattern of
similar violations in previous cases, or
that prosecutors deliberately set out to
violate the Constitution.
He and his buddy, Antonin Scalia,
basically said it was unfair for the entire
prosecutor’s office to be held responsible
for one bad act. As if it wasn’t unfair for
Thompson, who is now 40, to have spent
18 years of his life – 14 of those on Death
Row – locked up for a crime he didn’t
commit.
That’s a heartless, wrongheaded decision – and one that flies in the face of
what Thomas is supposed to be about.

Thomas is, after all, a man who is
supposed to be a champion of individual
responsibility for black people.
So then, why doesn’t he extend that
expectation of responsibility to powerful
institutions, such as district attorney’s
offices, to make sure that prosecutors
don’t almost cause an innocent person to
be put to death because they withheld evidence that could free them?
Why is it that Thomas, a black man
who grew up in Georgia during a time of
lynchings and other injustices against
black men, is so willing to contort the
Constitution and human decency to make
a decision that will invariably give prosecutors more leeway to get innocent black
people like Thompson killed?
I have to believe it’s either a need for
revenge against his childhood tormentors
or all those blacks who cheered on his
adult nemesis Anita Hill. Or maybe it’s a
just a need to be different.
Many times, for black people, being
different means having no history. It
means being willing to sidestep the truth
and fairness to show how colorblind they
are and how they are not like all those
other black people.
And, in the end, it’s a sad place to be.l
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Madison Ave Comes to Nostrand Ave
BY MARILYN SILVERMAN

T

here’s a street corner in Brooklyn
where you’ll find but the unexpected—a mélange of unique gifts
and stylish clothing for all who leisurely
stroll by—its international designer
labels selling for less, from cuddly crochet creations for your tiny toddlers to
elegant evening gowns for moms—a personal shopper to satisfy your stylistic
whims—mannequins that come alive—a
hum of background classical music as
you sip on samples of tea and morsels of
delectable chocolates—art exhibits for
the art connoisseur.

The proprietress of Brooklyn’s newest
treasure, Art Nouveau at 1105 Nostrand
Avenue, amid a working-class enclave in
Flatbush, is Laverne Figeroux, a tall, elegant woman stylishly chic and clad head
to toe in black—in stark contrast to the
kaleidoscope of colors that meet the eye
at all angles once you cross the threshold.
Its debut was December 12, 2010, a few
short months ago.
Laverne possesses an awesome sense
of creativity, imagination and marketing
savvy. She’ll embellish scarves with

pompoms, jewels and buttons from a collection she has acquired. As Laverne told
me, “Customers have a say as to what is
added.” This is certainly very ego-flattering. “That it’s designed just for them
makes people feel good.”
Little 4-5 year-old girls squeal with
delight as they spot in the window, one of
Laverne’s pretty dresses on tiny hangers.
As she said, they “practically pull their
parents in.” Children’s clothes are an
important part of Art Nouveau’s inventory since this is a family oriented neighborhood with its cross-section of young
and old, with different races returning to
their roots. She even has a
seamstress/designer on her payroll who
is working on dresses for this growing
market of young girls. Imagine a little
girl wearing a pretty dress instead of
jeans like her older sister. As Laverne
said, “Children should look like children.
They shouldn’t look like little adults.“
Her dream is to have “little girls look like
sugar and spice.”
During the summer months, Laverne
has hired young models. She “thinks
outside the box.” These models will serve
as “window dressing as a little story
board” will unfold with a typical family
scenario—a husband, wife and daughter
(coincidentally, her granddaughter will
be modeling) will be getting dressed to
go to the park for a picnic on a lazy, hazy
summer afternoon. Then “they will strike
a pose. The male and female models
“will both be wearing wedding bands so
as not to appear as a boyfriend and girlfriend”—as she promotes good standards
of morality. An astute and perspicacious
and marketing whiz, this entrepreneur is
always thinking of how “to get people to
stop and come to my store.” Laverne continued, “I go to the city and ask myself,
why is this store so crowded, even though

people say they have no money? What
are some stores doing differently that
attracts crowds? I can’t compete with the
larger stores but I can certainly pick up
some pointers. I can put people in my
window.” That will certainly turn heads,
whereby pedestrian traffic becomes
transformed into paying customers.
Art Nouveau’s interior, which she
describes as “sophisticated and a little
classy,” she personally designed due to
her background in art and design. It displays her merchandise—clothes for men,
women, plus size women and children
from the collection of such designers as
the actress Jessica Simpson, Dana
Buchman, and Manigance-Paris. Laverne
is always expanding her repertoire of
designer labels. She also stocks unusual
gifts—totes to hold your lunch and wine
bottles, candles from Keepers of the
Light and candle stands, Crème a la Carte
baby towels stitched to resemble bears
and rabbits and aromatic fragrances for
the home in genie-like catalytic fragrance
lamps. As she led me on a tour of Art
Nouveau through every nook and cranny,
everything she touched has its own spe-

cial story which she enjoys relating to
me like the baby crochet vest designed
by an opera singer.
Though Art Nouveau is relatively
small, she has such an interesting plethora of merchandise that customers can
spend upward of 1 to 1 ½ hours before
making a selection. This civic- minded
entrepreneur “wants to support neighborhood stores,” so that’s where she purchases some of her fabric from.
In the future there will be Sunday
afternoon exhibits—with local artists
who are as yet unknown. Her own artwork—scenes sketched in charcoal—
will
also
be
displayed,
an
entrepreneur/artist who sold her first
painting at the tender age of 19.
Laverne wants to re-introduce an earlier era in merchandising history when
shoppers had the time to leaf through
catalogs. But now catalogs have graduated to online versions. Art Nouveau’s
customers will be able to peruse her catalogs and pick and choose. She’s ordering merchandise from such catalogs as
“Rioni from Italy, Two’s Company and
the Sweet Shoppe.” Furthermore, she listens to her customers who giver her
ideas as to what they would like to see.
Fortunately for her clientele, establishing a “personal touch” is most definitely
doable. She addresses them on a firstname basis instead of the anonymity of
larger stores.
In today’s hectic society, people are
overworked and would absolutely relish
the idea of a personal shopper. Just call
up Laverne and hire her. The procedure
is really quite simple.
An interesting touch—just ask and
she’ll personally hide your gift from prying eyes in a drawer in Art Nouveau
until that special day comes.
A particular scarf catches your fancy?
Just “ask for that scarf in black,” if that’s
your favorite color. Laverne can do you
a special favor and contact the showroom to research its availability. A fruitless endeavor in other stores but not here
in Art Nouveau.
How does this proprietress perform
the amazing feat whereby a designer
dress selling for $154 is sold here at discount at $28.99 and a luxurious silk
evening gown selling for $500 is only
$198? It’s really quite simple—she buys
samples directly from designers with
continued on next page
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continued from previous page
whom she maintains a professional
working rapport.
Her merchandise is generally “one of
a kind.” As she told me, “ I want people
to feel special.”
Laverne is an entrepreneur who can
add the words civic-minded humanitarian to her curriculum vitae, an unusual
combination of titles. She’s just not interested in being a successful entrepreneur
in today’s competitive marketplace but
would like to alleviate the agony, pain
and suffering that communities experience when horrific natural disasters hit
by educating and enlightening her fellow
New Yorkers on disaster preparedness. It
can never happen here must be deleted
from our vocabulary. “I will be seeking
a grant to run a program for the community block by block and send out flyers
for starter kits to each building. This
ongoing initiative will start in Brooklyn
with the Nostrand Avenue Merchants
Association and churches. After I finish
Brooklyn we’ll go to Queens, Manhattan
and the Bronx and get other groups
involved. It would be a total disaster if
we’re not prepared and a strain on the
federal government. Whenever I speak
to people I hear them say that they would
not know what to do, if this worse case
scenario struck.”
The well-heeled clientele of Madison
Avenue’s boutiques can afford designer

...Beat Deportation
continued from page 8
Immigrants are often represented by
public defenders. Nationwide, public
defenders appoint attorneys to represent
those without the resources to hire a private
attorney. In California, 90 percent of all the
accused are represented by some form of
publicly appointed counsel.
Often, publicly appointed attorneys
have an overwhelming number of cases to
juggle compared to private lawyers, who
choose their own dockets and workload.
Consequently, there is an incentive for public defense lawyers to encourage their
clients to plead guilty, rather than take the
time for investigation, motions, defense
construction and the financial resources
required for a trial.
In Santa Clara County, which included
San Jose, the public defender’s office does
not even staff all misdemeanor arraignment
courts, a key place where pleas are entered
and immigrants may unknowingly dig their
own deportation graves.
In these courts, immigrant defendants,

labels.
Art
Nouveau’s
proprietress/artist/civic-minded humanitarian Laverne Figeroux doesn’t want
people to think they can’t afford what she
sells. It might look expensive but “the
prices are really affordable. I want to
provide people in the neighborhood with
quality clothes at a good price.”l

unless they’ve retained private counsel,
would not have an attorney to consult with
to help them understand the potentially
life-altering consequences of the plea they
enter.
The second systemic hurdle, which
makes enforcement of the Padilla decision
difficult, is that there is no authority to hold
defense attorneys accountable for meeting
their responsibility.
Minota’s case was unusual because he
had the help of a community organization
that actively challenged his defense attorney to take into account his immigration
status, along with an immigration attorney,
who could advise the criminal lawyers.
The organization supporting Minota,
Silicon Valley De-Bug, his family and his
immigration attorney, Angie Junck of the
Immigrant Legal Resource Center, met
weekly to assess the status of the case and
develop strategies.
Minota said, “I knew I could continue
to fight because I knew I had people on the
outside that were fighting for me.”
The notion of community involvement
— communicating with lawyers, review-

ing paperwork, attending court hearings —
in criminal or immigration cases is currently not a common practice, particularly
in immigrant communities. The Padilla
decision may be a lever to make defense
counsel better protect the rights of immigrants, but there have to be people to pull
that lever.
There are two major lessons learned
from Minota’s case: The criminal defense
bar, particularly public attorneys on immigration matters, need to be educated on
immigration consequences to criminal
charges; and immigrant-advocacy groups
need to see criminal courts as a central
space where they can fight to keep families
together in the United States.
For example, immigrant-advocacy
groups can meet with public defenders in
their counties to cite errors, underscore
their responsibilities, and encourage their
vigilance.
Also, advocates can call on public
defender offices to develop protocols for
defending noncitizens, who face immigration consequences. This should become an
integral part of criminal defense practice.

The Immigrant Legal Resource Center and
Silicon Valley De-Bug are working on both
these fronts.
Jeysson Minota’s freedom is a testament to what is possible when advocates
employ both approaches.
Because the Padilla decision is on the
books, immigrant communities facing
criminal charges have a new window of
opportunity. With a newly educated class of
defense lawyers, and freshly empowered
community organizers and advocates, criminal courts will no longer be automatic
feeder systems to deportation.l
Raj Jayadev, a Soros Justice Fellow, directs
the Silicon Valley De-Bug. Angie Junck is a
staff attorney for the Immigrant Legal
Resource Center.
Editor’s Note: Last year’s Padilla court
decision, requiring adequate immigration
advice for defendants, holds important lessons for public defenders who must learn to
protect clients.

SAVE THE DATE: Wednesday, April 20, 2011

Securing Loans & Credit Cards
For Your Business
26 Court Street, Suite 701, downtown Brooklyn

GREAT NETWORKING OPPORTUNITY! COME & EXPAND YOUR CLIENT BASE!
RSVP: 718-722-9217 ext 112 or 118. For more information visit www.mynacc.org
Bring lots of business cards!
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VISA BULLETIN

April 2011
1. This bulletin summarizes the availability of immigrant numbers during April.
Consular officers are required to report to
the Department of State documentarily qualified applicants for numerically limited
visas; the Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services in the Department of
Homeland Security reports applicants for
adjustment of status. Allocations were made,
to the extent possible under the numerical
limitations, for the demand received by
March 8th in the chronological order of the
reported priority dates. If the demand could
not be satisfied within the statutory or regulatory limits, the category or foreign state in
which demand was excessive was deemed
oversubscribed. The cut-off date for an oversubscribed category is the priority date of
the first applicant who could not be reached
within the numerical limits. Only applicants
who have a priority date earlier than the cutoff date may be allotted a number.
Immediately that it becomes necessary during the monthly allocation process to
retrogress a cut-off date, supplemental
requests for numbers will be honored only if
the priority date falls within the new cut-off
date which has been announced in this bulletin.
2. Section 201 of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (INA) sets an annual minimum family-sponsored preference limit of
226,000. The worldwide level for annual
employment-based preference immigrants is
at least 140,000. Section 202 prescribes that
the per-country limit for preference immigrants is set at 7% of the total annual
family-sponsored and employment-based
preference limits, i.e., 25,620. The dependent area limit is set at 2%, or 7,320.
3. Section 203 of the INA prescribes preference classes for allotment of immigrant
visas as follows:
FAMILY-SPONSORED
PREFERENCES
First: (F1) Unmarried Sons and Daughters
of Citizens: 23,400 plus any numbers not
required for fourth preference.
Second: Spouses and Children, and Unmarried Sons and Daughters of Permanent
Residents: 114,200, plus the number (if any)
by which the worldwide family preference
level exceeds 226,000, and any unused first
preference numbers:
A. (F2A) Spouses and Children: 77% of the
overall second preference limitation,
of which 75% are exempt from the percountry limit;
B. (F2B) Unmarried Sons and Daughters
(21 years of age or older): 23% of the overall second preference limitation.
Third: (F3) Married Sons and Daughters of

Citizens: 23,400, plus any numbers not
required by first and second preferences.
Fourth: (F4) Brothers and Sisters of Adult
Citizens: 65,000, plus any numbers not
required by first three preferences.
EMPLOYMENT-BASED
PREFERENCES
First: Priority Workers: 28.6% of the
worldwide employment-based preference
level, plus any numbers not required for
fourth and fifth preferences.
Second: Members of the Professions Holding Advanced Degrees or Persons of
Exceptional Ability: 28.6% of the worldwide employment-based preference level,
plus any numbers not required by first preference.
Third: Skilled Workers, Professionals, and
Other Workers: 28.6% of the worldwide
level, plus any numbers not required by first
and second preferences, not more than
10,000 of which to "Other Workers".
Fourth: Certain Special Immigrants: 7.1%
of the worldwide level.
Fifth: Employment Creation: 7.1% of the
worldwide level, not less than 3,000 of
which reserved for investors in a targeted
rural or high-unemployment area, and 3,000
set aside for investors in regional centers by
Sec. 610 of P.L. 102-395.
4. INA Section 203(e) provides that family-sponsored and employment-based
preference visas be issued to eligible immigrants in the order in which a petition in
behalf of each has been filed. Section
203(d) provides that spouses and children of
preference immigrants are entitled to the
same status, and the same order of consideration, if accompanying or following to
join the principal. The visa prorating provisions of Section 202(e) apply to allocations
for a foreign state or dependent area when
visa demand exceeds the per-country limit.
These provisions apply at present to the following oversubscribed chargeability areas:
CHINA-mainland born, INDIA, MEXICO,
and PHILIPPINES.
5. On the chart below, the listing of a date
for any class indicates that the class is oversubscribed (see paragraph 1); "C" means
current, i.e., numbers are available for all
qualified applicants; and "U" means
unavailable, i.e., no numbers are available.
(NOTE: Numbers are available only for
applicants whose priority date is earlier than
the cut-off date listed below.) l

Family- All Chargeability Areas CHINA-mainland INDIA
Sponsore Except Those Listed
born
d

MEXICO

PHILIPPINES

F1

01MAY04

01MAY04

01MAY04

15FEB93

01APR95

F2A

01APR07

01APR07

01APR07

01JUL06

01APR07

F2B

15APR03

15APR03

15APR03

15JUL92

01DEC99

F3

15MAR01

15MAR01

15MAR01

08NOV92

01JAN92

F4

01FEB00

01JAN00

01FEB00

01FEB96

08MAR88

Source: U.S. Dept of State
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ESTATE PLANNING

Still Don’t Have A Will?
BY YVONNE AGBONTAEN, ESQ.

I

had a discussion with a friend today
about the future and I asked him if he
had a will. He said that he doesn’t
think he needs a will since he has life
insurance and he already assigned his
interest. I explained to him his estate
comprises more than just his bank
account and insurance proceeds. Then he
said “Oh, I did not think about it like
that.. Well, my friend is not the only person that is not aware of what comprises
an estate and the necessity of making a
will. That is why I decided to write this
article to give you an insight into what an
estate is and why it is necessary for you
to have a will drawn up.
What Is An Estate?
The term estate refers to all the property that a person owns at the time of his
death. Your estate include clothes, jewelry, bank accounts, retirement accounts,
life insurance policies, cars, real property, stocks, bond and other securities, artwork and other personal properties.
At one’s death, distribution of the estate
becomes very crucial. However, the distribution is very much simplified if the
decedent has taken the time to plan his
estate and have a will in place. A will
determines who should take what property and interest in the estate. The laws of
the state you live in will also be taken

into consideration when the estate is to
be distributed.
The court is generally involved in the
distribution of the estate at the death of
the decedent whether there is a will or
not. The process of administering the
estate is called “probate.” The probate
process involves collecting a decedent’s
assets, liquidating liabilities, paying necessary taxes, and distributing property to
heirs and beneficiaries of the estate.
What Is A Will?
It is true none of us ever want to think
of death or the possibility of it happening
to us. So we have equated drafting a will
to signing a death sentence. However, it
is very important to provide for our family and loved ones if anything should
happen to us. The best way to achieve
this is by writing a will now that you are
alive or making necessary amendments
to one already made to reflects changes
you desire to make.
According to Black’s Law Dictionary,
a “will” is an instrument, executed with
the formalities of state statutes, by which
a person makes a disposition of his real
and personal property, to take effect after
his death.
A will is a legal document that expresses your wishes and instructions on how
you want your estate to be divided after
your death. It will also contain names of
the people you want to benefit from your

estate. Note also that a will is a written
statement that must be signed in compliance with the formalities of the statute of
the state where it is executed.
A valid will must be in writing; this
could be handwritten, printed or typed. It
must be signed by the testator (one who
makes a will) at the end of the document.
It must be witnessed and signed by at
least two other persons. A court will not
accept a will that does not conform to
these formalities. If the court rejects such
a will, then the estate will be distributed
as though there was never a will. Thus,
you are considered to have died “intestate,” that is, without a will. If this happens, the court will determine how your
estate should be distributed and who the
beneficiaries are. Most of the time, this
will not be according to the decedent’s
wishes.
I will advise you to make a will today
or as soon as possible to protect your
loved ones; smoothly transfer your
assets, to secure your loved ones’ future
and above all to have your wishes obeyed
and carried out. l
Disclaimer: This does not constitute legal
advice. It is written purely for informational purposes. You should contact an
attorney for legal advice.

Free Estate Planning
Consultations
Reservations are requested and seating is
limited. Adults only. These are some of
the issues covered:

Avoid probate
Avoid losing control of assets
Avoid double taxation

continued from page 9
offices and publicly criticized members of
Congress from both parties, who DREAMers
felt weren’t moving quickly enough to advance
the bill. They often challenged even their
strongest congressional allies, including Sen.
Reid and Rep. Luis Gutierrez, D-Ill.
Now they are prepared to put the same heat
on Durbin, who has been a fierce DREAM Act
advocate and was one of its original sponsors
of the bill.
DREAMers’ criticism of these new developments can seem like a puzzling position,
especially coming from the same community
that put its full weight behind a similar version
that passed the House last December, but eventually failed a Republican filibuster threat in
the Senate.
“After two years of negotiations, we know
the final version of the DREAM Act is probably going to be watered down even more,”
Abdollahi said. “It’s exciting that it’s coming
out, but we have to be real with our communities because there are so many local battles
happening.”
Still, Abdollahi added, he and other undocumented immigrant youth will likely support
the bill when it arrives. DREAMers end up
being torn by a political reality that they’re
clearly immersed in but loathe to accept. For
immigrant youth, it’s not that anything is better
than nothing. Rather, that in a harsh anti-immigrant climate and with a president who refuses
to stop deporting DREAM Act-eligible young
people, undocumented youth have no choice
but to keep pushing to pass a bill that’s as
broad as possible, as quickly as possible.l

Use this free consultation to learn
the latest facts about Wills, Trusts,
Powers of Attorney and Health
Care Proxies.

Save hundreds or thousands,
or more in estate taxes
Protect assets from divorce,
lawsuits and nursing homes
Maximize income from
your assets

Avoid unintentionally disinheriting heirs

Provide for those with
special needs

Avoid loved ones wasting their inheritance

Take advantage of all
the Government allows

Figeroux & Associates

Sen. Durban To
Reintroduce Dream Act
In Congress

EVERY
WEDNESDAY
4PM TO 6PM

718-363-7788

Our law firm strongly believes that a wisely drafted, carefully executed estate plan is the critical component of
a family’s wealth managment. Our firm’s guiding principle is to provide families in the New York area with
quality estate planning services tailored to each client’s specific needs and goals. We oﬀer free, no obligation
consultations for any family who has experienced the loss of a loved one. To request a free consultation with
a qualified estate planning attorney, call 718-363-7788.
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SMALL BUSINESS SOLUTIONS

Taxpayers Can File Tax Return
Using I.T.I.N.

GBS Creative
Manager Promises
Quality & Service

T

ax Day is fast approaching. The
Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
has announced that the deadline to
file a 2010 tax return is April 18, 2011,
three days later than the usual April 15
deadline. Many residents of the United
States who have earned income in 2010
and wish to file a tax return but do not
have a valid Social Security Number
should still do so by using what is commonly known as an ITIN, Individual
Taxpayer Identification Number. The following is a statement by Angelica Salas,
executive director for the Coalition for
Humane Immigrant Rights of Los
Angeles (CHIRLA), a civil and full citizen rights organization based in Los
Angeles.
"The filing of a tax return is part of
our civic duty as residents of the United
States. Individuals without a Social
Security Number, including unauthorized
immigrant workers, should not be afraid
to file a tax return. Even if no taxes are
owed or a refund is not expected, immigrant income earners who qualify should
file a tax return using an ITIN. Although
some benefits may not be available to tax
payers using ITINs, filing a timely tax
return is considered far more beneficial

P

in the long run than avoiding or choosing not to file.
The ITIN can only be used for federal
tax filing purposes and does not change
a person's immigration status or right to
work in this country. Applying for and
owning an ITIN, however, does not
expose a person to immigration authori-

ties because the information is used for
tax purposes only."
The Immigrant’s Journal Legal &
Educational Fund, Inc. certainly agrees
and encourages all immigrants to file
their taxes. It is the law. For assistance in
getting your ITIN call 718-856-2569. l

raim Samsoondar, who studied
Graphic Communications and
obtained his bachelor's degree at
New York City Tech College of Technology has been able to combine his creativity
and warm personality into Graphics Business Solutions (GBS).
When asked about GBS, Praim proudly
stated, "GBS is a full service facility, for all
your printing needs. We provide quality
printing at reasonable prices. We offer a
wide variety of printing, everything from
postcards to NCR Forms.
We understand the importance of small
businesses and have packages, which
include business cards, envelopes, letterhead and a 5-page website tailored to meet
every budget.
We are here to serve you! Please call us
at 718-771-0988 for a free, no obligation
consultation!”
For more information, please visit
www.gbsnyc.org. l

Small Business Solutions:

FIGEROUX & ASSOCIATES

You have
questions...
We have
answers...
Have access to your very own:
lLegal Department:
New Business Setups, Retirement/Education Funding and more!
lTax Preparation & Audits Department:
Tax Preparation for Businesses & Individuals, Financial Statement
Preparation, Tax Planning, Answering Correspondences with all Tax
Authorities, Assistance with Tax Audits, Budget & Cash Flow Projections,
Financial Planning and more!
lAccounting & Bookkeeping Department:
QuickBooks Pro Advisor
lFranchising Department:
Consultations, Review of Agreements and more!
lCollections Department:
Letters, Lawsuits and more!

Call our office for a FREE
Small Business Solutions consultation

718-834-0190
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HEALTH

Does Mammography Really
Save Lives?

S

ince 1990, more and more women
have been surviving breast cancer,
in part because of early detection.
Mammograms – x-rays of the breast – are
the most common tool for finding breast
cancer early in women who have no
symptoms.
However, during the last year, there
have been many conflicting messages
about the role of mammograms in saving
lives from breast cancer. Because doctors
can't always tell from a mammogram
whether an abnormal area is cancerous,
some worry the screening test leads to too
many false positives and unnecessary
biopsies that can cause women a lot of
anxiety. The flip side is that mammograms aren’t perfect; they can miss some
cancers, too. There is also new concern
about "overdiagnosis" — the idea that
some breast cancers might not need to be
treated because they would never become
life-threatening.
Despite these limitations, there’s
plenty of evidence that mammograms
offer substantial benefit for women starting in their 40's.
The American Cancer Society recommends yearly mammograms for women
age 40 and older, along with a breast

exam by a health care professional.
Women at high risk for the disease should
get an MRI annually, as well. A strong
family history of breast and/or ovarian
cancer, prior chest radiation therapy, and
carrying BRCA1 or BRCA2 gene mutations put women at increased risk for the
disease. In addition, all women should be
aware of how their breasts normally look
and feel and report any changes to a doctor right away.
To learn more about what the current

research says about mammography and
to find out what else you can do to help
lower your risk of breast cancer, check
out this video featuring Otis Brawley,
MD, the American Cancer Society’s
Chief Medical Officer, and Len Lichtenfeld, MD, the Society’s Deputy Chief
Medical Officer. You can also learn more
at cancer.org/breastcancer. l
Source: American Cancer Society

Royal Bakery
&
Roti House

618 Nostrand Ave.
(btw Pacific & Dean)

Brooklyn, NY 11216
Tel: 718-604-0200
Trinidadian Style
Chinese Food,
Hot Roti &
Fresh Baked
Breads & Pastries.
All in one place!
You’ve tried the
rest, now try the
best!
WE DO CATERING
FOR ALL
OCCASIONS!
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ENTERTAINMENT

Get Ready For Labor Day With The P Visa!
BY RONDEL JOSEPH

T

he P visa category covers athletes,
entertainers and cultural performers. There are four different visa
classifications within this category. P-1
visas are for athletes and group entertainers who have been internationally
recognized as outstanding for a long
period of time. P-2 visas are for entertainers that are a part of reciprocal
international exchanges. P-3 visas are for
persons coming to teach or coach as
artists or entertainers, individually or as
part of a group, under a program that is
culturally unique. P visas are also available to essential support personnel. P-4
visas are available to the spouses and children of P-1, P-2 and P-3 visa holders.
The P visa is sub-categorized in 4 categories P1 to P4, and is usually issued to
groups. However, individual athletes can
obtain such visas if they can prove to the
USCIS that they are internationally recognized; the same does not apply to the
entertainer. The entertainer can only
obtain such a visa if they can prove that
they are coming to the U.S. to join a foreign entertainment group.
Traveling as a group has been much
easier in the past for entertainers, for
example, when Machel Montano is touring the U.S. he does not tour as a single

act; instead he tours as "Machel Montano
and the HD family" hence, meeting the
requirement for the P visa.
Most entertainers travel with a support
band so that has not been an issue for
them. However, some lesser-known artists
are still using their visitor non-immigrant
visas to travel to the U.S. for performances. This is extremely dangerous not to
mention illegal. Managers, agents or even
the artists themselves should make an
effort to secure the correct visas because
the consequences if they are caught could
be serious.
The P Visa is divided into four categories:
P-1 Visa: Athlete or member of an athletic team.
P-2 Visa: Member of an entertainment
Group.
P-3 Visa: Culturally unique artists and
entertainers.
P-4 Visa dependents.
For an entertainer to perform in the
United States legally, there are four steps
that need to be followed:
Step 1: They need to obtain a written contract outlining the nature of the work in
the U.S., accompanied by the qualifications of the artists applying.
Step 2: They need to follow the necessary

Photo: Praim Samsoondar

steps that are required for filing with the
USCIS.
Step 3: Submit applications to the respective embassy or consulate.
Step 4: They will then be informed that
their visa is approved or denied.
Although these steps are clearly outlined the process is far from simple. If an
applicant submits incorrect information
or commits errors while filling out the
forms it can not only have a direct effect
on the current application but also on
future visa applications. It is critical that
one consults with an attorney. If you are

someone in the entertainment industry or
if you know someone performing or
working on their visitor's visa, the best
advice is to apply for a P visa.
The Law Firm of Figeroux and Associates has assisted several artists in the
past with this application. Protect your
income and your future. Do things the
right way, with the professional advice,
assistance and expertise from competent
attorneys at Figeroux and Associates. Call
718-222-3155 to schedule an appointment. You can also visit their website at
www.falaw.us. Remember, the lawyer
you hire, does make a difference. l
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